
COMMUNITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES 2021 

 

Kirsty McKeown 

I have lived in Kirknewton for 20 years and have been an active member of the community for most 
of these years. I was involved in our local school board/parent council at both primary and 
secondary level. I feel strongly that our (and indeed any) community is well served when we work 
together as a group, listen to one another, and when a sense of civic pride is at the fore. 

I am keen to see Kirknewton remain the vibrant village it’s become and to that end, any matters that 
I can assist with, I will do so with determination and diligence. 

My employment background ranges from working in The Scottish Office Publicity Dept, to now 
teaching in a local secondary school in Livingston (and one or two other jobs in between). I feel 
certain that education is a powerful force to affect change - no matter the detail - and I thoroughly 
enjoy having the opportunity to work with young people in neighbouring communities. 

I am an avid reader and enjoy listening, and dancing - to a wide array of music! 

I am married and we have two amazing daughters. 
 
 

Robert Graham Personal Statement for KCC election 2021  

I’ve lived in Humbie Holdings since 1974, and locally otherwise since early childhood – just about a 
local then. I was a Community Councillor prior to the last election in 2017. I joined to give assistance 
in addressing a problem local to Humbie and have always been impressed by the effort given in 
supporting the whole community. 
 
 

Ken Rees 

Hello, my name is Kenneth George Rees, locally known as Ken. I have lived in the Village for over 30 
years so obviously I have seen a lot of changes. It’s still a beautiful place to live. I have made many 
good friends over the years, some have departed may they R.I.P., but the same time if elected carry 
on the good work which previous Councils have obtained. You will see me usually walking my dog 
Bella around our beautiful park. I'm very approachable so if you have any concerns, please let me 
know or Email me on kendorees@gmail.com 

 
  



Ian Watt 

I have managed Festival Stores for just over 20 years. 

I have been on the Community Council for the last 4 years and have been actively involved with the 
senior’s group and many other activities that the Community Council have organised during this 
period. 

I have spent the last year working on the community garden and seating area around the pavilion 
and the upgrading of the village hall. 

Hope to continue and build on the work already done to make Kirknewton an even greater village to 
live and work in. 
 
 

Neil Gwynne 

My name is Neil and I live in Hallcraigs. I am standing because it’s a great village and I hope can help 
get projects off the ground that help it further. 

The best way we can make sure we are heard and get our share of development is making sure we 
have a good relationship with the council, so they listen to us. I will look to work with the council, so 
we get listened to and help chase funding which is key to getting improvements that the village 
needs. 

I am an engineer, and my knowledge of transport means I can help get projects off the ground that 
help the village and use my experience to leverage the council. 

We are currently working with West Lothian council to develop a footpath and cycle path between 
Balerno, Kirknewton and East Calder. The kids cannot get back from Balerno safely on their own and 
crossing the A71 isn’t safe, and a completely segregated route would be great for family’s and 
anyone wanting a bit of exercise. 

I am currently trying to get a park and ride proposal changed so it doesn't impact the nearby houses 
and gives us something that is of use to the village. 

Some of the older kids have said they would like facilities for their age in the park so I would look to 
build on the good work done round the changing rooms. 

The traffic on station road is bad so will see what calming we can get out of the council 
  



Iain Masterton 

I am retired following a career in engineering software design.  Born and brought up in Fife, I studied 
at the University of St. Andrews before moving to Edinburgh.  I have lived in Kirknewton for almost 
35 years and served on the Community Council for the last four years, much of that time as 
Secretary.  I am married with two grown-up children. 

I would like to see the Community Council continue to work with our neighbouring community 
councils in Edinburgh and West Lothian to influence areas of common concern, particularly in 
planning and transport.  Moving forward with KCDT on further projects funded by the Town Centre 
Fund is also something I would be keen to promote. 
 
 

John Sives 

It was my privilege and honour to be elected to the Community Council in 2017 and elected as Chair 
in 2018. 

During my period as Chair, the Community Council has introduced a Facebook page and introduced 
the Communication card so that all residents can advise the Community Council of any issues 
requiring attention and action as appropriate. This is now seen as best practice throughout West 
Lothian Community Councils. 

In my tenure as Chair on the Community Council I have worked to ensure that the Community 
Council has built a strong relationship with our elected West Lothian councillors and the senior and 
departmental managers of West Lothian Council to ensure we get support for projects that have 
improved the village.   

I Chair The Joint Forum of Community Councils of West Lothian 

I Chair the Joint Forum’s Police sub forum which meets with the Police Area Commander on a 
regular basis. 

I represent the Joint Forum on the Community Planning Partnership Board which is the board for all 
third sector organisations and sits below the Council Executive. 

I represent the Joint Forum on the Services to the Community Policy Development and Scrutiny 
Panel and represent Kirknewton Community Council on the Local Area Committee with WLC Council 
ward councillors. 

During the last 2 years Kirknewton Community Council was successful obtaining over £60,000 from 
The Town Centre Fund which has been used to develop the picnic area and community garden at the 
pavilion and upgrade of the village hall. 

The Seniors group has been revitalised in the last few years. We now have a database of 250 
residents. Covid has curtailed events in recent months but a soon as conditions allow these will be 
restarted. 

If elected I would like to continue building relationships with West Lothian Council and other 
statutory bodies to see further enhanced village facilities for all residents.   



Sandra Terris 

My name is Sandra Terris (now known as Sandra McPherson).  I am 65 years old.  I was widowed in 
2004 before meeting my present husband Steve in 2010 and remarrying in 2012.  Currently I am a 
full-time legal secretary working for a legal firm in Edinburgh. 

I moved to Kirknewton (Meadowbank Road) from Livingston in 2012 after getting remarried.  I have 
three children who are all grown up and making their own way in life.  When they were at school l 
was actively involved in the organisation of various events that they participated in. 

I have lived and worked in a number of different communities over the years.  I was born and raised 
in Edinburgh before moving to Livingston New Town back in 1969.  Since then, I have experienced 
life in Pumpherston, Orkney, Aberdeen, Dumbarton and latterly back in Livingston again. 

Over the years I have undertaken voluntary work which I feel would be useful experience if I was to 
be elected as a member of Kirknewton Community Council.  Whilst residing in Aberdeen City and 
West Dunbartonshire, I was an active member of the Children’s Panel.  I have also undertaken 
voluntary work with physically handicapped adults – the Physical Handicap and Able Bodied (PHAB) 
club based in Riverside Primary School, Livingston. 

I have also had experience of community action and the challenges that can be encountered; I was 
part of a local community group that made representations at Edinburgh City Chambers with regard 
to boundary changes affecting our children’s secondary school education.  Needless to say, it was 
quite an eye-opening experience! 

In terms of improvements being made to Kirknewton - I would like to see something being done to 
improve traffic flow through the village.  It would also be good to see if any improvements could be 
made to the parking situation on the main street.  A local method for logging and reporting potholes 
in the roads would also be useful. 

In conclusion I would like to say that I would welcome the opportunity to become an active member 
of the Kirknewton Community Council.  My life experience and enthusiasm to help others would 
hopefully be an asset to the local community. 
  



Linda Cullen - Biog 

I am delighted to have been, nominated to potentially have a seat on Kirknewton Community 
Council. If successful in getting a place, especially now that I have retired from full time work, I hope 
to be able to give something back to the community which myself, my husband and our children 
have loved and lived in for 34 years.  

A little bit about me: 

This is the slightly difficult, cringe bit to tell you a little about myself without sounding like I am 
blowing my own trumpet, which technically I suppose I am 😉  

I have been a Registered General (RGN) and Registered Mental Health (RMN) nurse for 37 years. My 
main, focus in both roles has been to improve care for patients, carers, and conditions for NHS staff. 
During the last 20 years of that period, I worked as a National Clinical Coordinator. I have been truly 
fortunate to travel extensively to conferences both at home and internationally to present my work 
on driving improvements in care and treatment and I have been humbled to receive awards for my 
work in Italy & the UK. I am experienced in collaborating with patients, carers, clinical staff, NHS 
senior management, the Royal Colleges, and the Scottish Government. I am proficient in organising 
meetings, conferences, setting up and chairing groups, as well as producing national clinical reports 
for Clinicians and the general public. I have also taught nursing students on their degree courses in 
universities. More recently I have joined the NHS Lothian vaccination team and it has been great to 
be able to support people through this challenging time.  

What can I hope to bring to Kirknewton Community? 

As someone who is happy to role my sleeves up, I will strive help in any capacity I can. If possible, I 
would be keen to encourage and support better understanding of both physical and mental health 
conditions in our community by bringing our younger and older people together to learn, teach and 
assist each other.  

Kirknewton is a unique and vibrant community thanks to the people who live here and the sterling 
work of previous Community Councils and all the other local community organisations. I am sure it 
will continue to grow and develop with the next enthusiastic, and dynamic Community Council.  
  



Vic Garrad 

I have been involved with Kirknewton Community Council for many years where I have been the 
planning secretary. 

In previous years I have also been heavily involved in the implementation of community initiatives, 
including the Cub and Scout Groups where we came 4th in Scotland for the Shell Better Britain 
Competition; the annual community Gala, which we put on every year for all the children in the 
village and at one point Christmas Pantomimes in the village hall.  

I am currently a director of Kirknewton Community Development Trust, where we have activated 
various initiatives including development of the Green Room and the stone art installation at the 
east end of the village. 

Also, I am a member of the Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board. 

I am here to help. Please email me directly at vicgarrad@hotmail.co.uk or come along to the future 
KCC meetings to have your say on –  

 INFRASTRUCTURE 

- Roads and Car Parking 

I will continue to address your concerns with matters concerning the railway crossing 
and in particular pedestrian use. 

- Environmental 

Helping to ensure a cleaner, safer, greener, local environment. Protecting the 
Kirknewton Conservation Area. 

- Planning & Development 

Addressing Social issues, specifically lack of amenities 

I would appreciate your vote at the postal election for the next Kirknewton Community Council term 
where I would be pleased to serve the community with the same dedication. 
  



John Thomas 

I live outside the village up Leyden Rd. There are around 20 homes along the length of the road. 
Residents often find they have different perspectives than people in the core of the village and I feel 
strongly that it is in the best interests of democracy and the community that those views are heard, 
even if the discussion doesn't always go our way.  

I think that's typical for community councillors. Some represent different parts of the village, others 
the perspective of different age groups, etc. The one thing they cannot do is make representations 
purely on a party-political basis. Community Councillors do their best to represent you, not the 
interests of a political organisation.  

I'd like to see the Scottish Government move forward with its long-stated goal of devolving decisions 
down to the most local level possible. Progress has been slow though, and the Community Council 
remains with only one statutory power - West Lothian Council must listen to Kirknewton Community 
Council's representations, even if there is not much we can do if the local council chooses to ignore 
us. 

Despite its tiny grant and limited powers, your Community Council has obtained defibrillators, which 
have now helped in some serious incidents. It takes some time for an ambulance to arrive from St 
Johns. We've also supported KCDT in securing access to grants and facilities that contribute to the 
community. I've joined in a long-running campaign to secure permanent pedestrian access across 
the railway crossing. I'd prefer to see a bridge installed before the need for one is demonstrated 
with serious consequences because someone was trapped for a long time on the wrong side of the 
tracks.  

Please use your vote in the election. It's not obvious why, but your Community Council counts for 
more with WLC officials and elected representatives because a few hundred of you put a number in 
a box and posted it back. 

 


