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Minutes 10th August 2021 
 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), Cllr C. John, S. Campbell, J. Cunningham, V. Garrad, 
N. Gwynne, S. Markx, I. Masterton, S. McKenna, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas. 

Apologies: K. McKeown, I. Watt. 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Zoom 

 

2. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

3. Councillors’ Report: 

3.1 Cllr CJ noted that the primary focus of activity has been in connection with the 5th August by-
election for the East Livingston and East Calder Ward in WLC.  JS responded that KCC looks 
forward to meeting the new WLC councillors 

3.2 Cllr CJ suggested that a return to the Civic Centre on 9th September was currently anticipated.  
Councillors’ Surgeries would also recommence from that date, facilities permitting.  He enquired if 
the Green Room would be available.  SMcK advise it would.  CJ noted that, subsequent to a break-
in at the Green Room, he no longer has a key. 

 

4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the draft minutes as 
circulated were noted.  SMcK proposed approval.  VG seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

5. Actions from previous meeting: The action re - item 8.5 (Camilty wind farm) has been 
addressed and closed.  A follow action was identified, viz: that KCC write to WLC confirming their 
decision not to object to the Camilty wind farm proposal.  

ACTION:  – VG to write to WLC. 

 

6. Town Centre Funding & Covid update.  JS reported on progress in lieu of IW: 

6.1 The first TCF project is now complete.  All payments have now been processed.  A meeting with 
WLC’s Graham Whitelaw (GW) is scheduled for the week beginning 16th August to close off this 
very successful project. 

6.2 The second TCF initiative for improvements to the Village Hall has suffered from delays due to 
WLC administrative issues during Covid.  Whilst completion is prima-face required by 2nd 
September.  JS will write to GW explaining that the delay is down to WLC. 

ACTION:  – JS to write to WLC. 

6.3 Other funded works, eg, the basket swing, have proved popular and a good example of the benefit 
of local community involvement. 

6.4 SMcK confirmed that the signage is in place at the Jencks installation.  The way in which funding 
for this has been achieved looks like a good model for future projects. 
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7. Building on Active Travel 

7.1 NG noted that good progress had been achieved on the Balerno – Kirknewton – East Calder cycle 
route.  There is an active lobby within the cycling community to promote this initiative. 

7.2 JS noted that the Pavilion is being utilised in line with expectations.  Funding has been secured for 
a part-time KDCT employee to manage and promote its use.  SMcK suggested publicity via 
‘Spokes’ and other similar organisations might be worthwhile.  NG confirmed this was already in 
hand.  SMcK asked if the idea of a food outlet had been pursued.  JS responded that this remained 
under active consideration.  A meeting with local interested parties might be of benefit. 

 

8. Planning 

8.1 VG reported that planning approval had been granted for an extension to the dog training facility at 
Humbie Holdings.  This seemed to be a retrospective order given that substantial works had 
already been carried out onsite.  JS remarked that retrospective consent seemed to be the usual 
‘modus operandi’ for WLC planning. 

8.2 VG raised the application for a Wilkieston Bypass.  There was some discussion, with Cllr CJ 
providing historical background information.  IM reported on the issue as currently understood by 
our neighbouring Ratho and District Community Council (RADCC), who appear to have been 
better informed than KCC.  There was general agreement to ensure KCC are kept fully informed of 
ongoing proposals. 

8.3 VG reported on a recent discharge of sewage into the Almond.  NG advised that the discharge had 
been within legal limits, but that the increasing occurrence of severe weather events will create 
issues in areas hitherto unaffected.  This will be exacerbated by the strain on infrastructure from 
new-build development.  For example, the requirement for sewage from new housing is 
substantially beyond what the current infrastructure is designed for.  Cllr CJ noted that educating 
the public was essential.  JS concurred, noting the Joint Forum were aware of the issue.  Cllr CJ 
described initiatives currently in-hand to make the Almond Scotland’s first ‘clean river swim’.  
Various Almond valley groups, WLC and Forth Rivers are working together on this.  It is 
recognised that the sewage works will need substantial improvement. 

 

8.4 VG reported that the Airfield of Britain Conservation Trust proposal for a memorial plaque at 
Kirknewton remains active.  IM noted that the proposed site is actually within Edinburgh Council, 
which VG confirmed.  Notwithstanding, KCC have no objection to the request. 

8.5 VG outlined an update to the P&R proposal.  JS advised that the updated proposal was due for 
examination at the next meeting of the DMC, and consummate with requirements would be 
determined at that meeting.  JS indicated that any such determination was unlikely before 
September.  The proposal to erect two dwelling houses as part of the developer’s revised proposal 
was deemed unacceptable.  JS agreed to ensure KCC’s position was fully communicated to the 
DMC. 

ACTION:  – JS to write to WLC. 
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9. KCDT Report 

9.1 SMcK reported that KCDT had been scrutinised  by the Development Trusts Association of 
Scotland and had passed the evaluation.  This may unlock avenues to additional funding. 

9.2 SMcK noted that the Camps Junction project remains active, largely thanks to Hugh Hunter-
Gordon’s efforts.  The housing kit supplier has extended the validity of the quote until December, 
and additional funding has been secured from the Scottish Government. 

9.3 SMcK stated that the Green Room is back in operation 

9.4 JS asked what the purpose of the soil heap at the Jencks installation was.  SMcK responded that it 
is intended to be put down to improve the soil.  SC noted that Muddy Boots were involved, and 
wondered if a ‘wheelbarrow weekend’ might be organised to achieve this 

 

10. Community Council Elections 

10.1 JS reported on the ongoing process to publicise these elections.  Along with all other Community 
Councils, KCC ceases to exist at midnight on 13th October.  A substantial amount of ‘behind the 
scenes’ effort has gone into promoting the elections for the new Community Councils and their role 
under the revised Scheme, which, among other updates, may change the way in which funding is 
approved for local projects.  IM suggested that the contribution of those Community Councillors 
who are not seeking re-election be acknowledged.  JS concurred, and stated that this was the next 
point he wished to make. 

10.2 JS suggested that the October meeting, being the final meeting of the current KCC, should be an 
informal ‘get-together’ to acknowledge all those who have contributed to KCC over the past four 
years.  This was met with enthusiastic approval. 

 

11. AOB 

11.1 Doggy Day Care Centre (Long Dalmahoy Road): Clair Johnson at WLC has advised that this 
has ceased trading.  Unfortunately a substantial clean-up on the site is now required.  This is an 
issue which is likely to inform future planning requirements.  JS noted that a meeting with the 
landowner, Lord Morton, is planned 

11.2 Cycle Routes: NG re-iterated the support from Kirknewton Primary School for a dedicated cycle 
path.  SC commented that the Parent/Teachers’ Association were highly supportive. 

11.3 Twinning: NG requested that someone else take over the role of Twinning Coordinator.  His 
other commitments preclude him devoting the time necessary to this activity.  In the meantime, he 
noted conversations with Sailly-lez-Lannoy which suggested setting up a Facebook page, and 
projects for children. 

 

12. Next Meeting 

The next KCC meeting is on 14th Sep 2021 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC. 
 
 
The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


