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Minutes 8th June 2021 

 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), Cllr C. John, S. Campbell, J. Cunningham, V. Garrad, 
N. Gwynne, I. Masterton, S. McKenna, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas. 

Apologies: Cllr D. Timson, S. Markx, K. McKeown, I. Watt. 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Zoom 

 

2. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

3. Councillors’ Report:  Cllr CJ reported on various matters: 

3.1 The UK Government ‘top-up; scheme for local authorities had been discussed in Council.  The 
incumbent administration proposed a substantial update to M8 access to benefit the western areas 
of West Lothian.  CJ along with DT and others had argued for improvements to the A71.  This was 
voted down en-bloc, as was the proposal that the Avon Gorge ‘missing link’ bridge be funded. 

3.2 Residential development proposals at Raw Holdings will add several hundred further houses to 
what is already consented.  There are several other similar ‘satellite’ proposals resulting from 
Calderwood being acknowledged as the fastest-selling development in Scotland.  Unsurprisingly, 
many developers are looking to piggy-back on this ‘success’.  Development at Broompark is 
likewise favoured by the developer. 

3.3 There is a redundant railway footbridge available in Lanarkshire.  CJ is in negotiation to establish if 
it could be re-used at Kirknewton.  This would entail some track lowering to maintain safe 
clearance of the overhead wires.  Funding to dismantle, transport and reassemble the bridge would 
have to be generated locally, but it remains a possible solution to a long-standing problem. 

3.4 CJ noted the carry-over of gala plans. 

3.5 Some local groups have requested access to the East Calder Partnership Centre.  Extended 
usage however remains subject to ongoing Covid restrictions.  CJ noted that the partnership 
Centre will be known as the Dave King Partnership Centre, in recognition of Cllr. King’s 
contribution to the local community. 

3.6 JT queried the proposed M9 access.  NG clarified that the proposal was to allow access to the M9 
in both directions to mitigate traffic transiting Linlithgow town centre.  CJ acknowledged that 
complaints to the proposal on environmental grounds had been received. 

 

4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the draft minutes as 
circulated were noted.  JT proposed approval.  VG seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

5. Actions from previous meeting: The action (item 5.2) has been addressed and closed. 
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6. Town Centre Funding & Covid update.  JS reported on progress: 

6.1 The lease for the Pavilion is now signed, and KCDT are now the effective landlord for the 
premises.  The agreement provides for two years rent-free, reviewed every six months to establish 
use and community benefit.  Martin Thompson at WLC will establish these metrics.  Maps and 
information on cycling routes have been posted at the pavilion to encourage its use as a transport 
hub.  The toilet facilities and coffee machine will both be available by the end of the month, and 
income from this and from pitch hire will be retained by KCDT. 

6.2 Debbie has applied for funding for KCDT to employ a part-time caretaker for the pavilion and hall, 
and is awaiting a response. 

6.3 In further discussion, JS noted thanks to Christine Reid for the work she and her husband have put 
in to the garden area.  NG commented that Balerno Rotary Club are interested in copying the idea.  
AP asked how the facility would be publicised.  JS outlined the plans for this, subsequent to a deep 
clean.  It is anticipated that the first use of the outdoor facilities will be by the primary school for a 
school leavers celebration. 

6.4 The second tranche of funding is for a sound and light system for the village hall.  Installation and 
hall redecoration are dependent on WLC carrying out necessary repairs to the fabric, but is 
anticipated to be complete in September.  In the meantime the hall is now back in limited use. 

 

7. Building on Active Travel 

7.1 NG noted the possibility that, in the absence of an acceptable plan for the P&R, the hypothecated 
funding might be made available to address the requirement in other ways.  JS advised that WLC 
would need to agree to such an arrangement, but that discussions were in progress. 

7.2 NG reiterated that Sustrans are commencing their appraisal of the proposal for the dedicated cycle 
route from Balerno via Kirknewton.  Whilst both Edinburgh & WLC are supportive, there is likely to 
be a ‘bun-fight’, with various projects vying for the available funding.  Balerno Rotary Club have 
also indicated their support. 

 

8. Planning 

8.1 VG reported that Kenneth Bannerman of the Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust (ABCT) had 
been in contact with JS to provide an update on the proposed memorial at Kirknewton airfield.  
Whilst this is ongoing, Covid restrictions have constrained progress to date. 

8.2 VG advised that he had received a report that the dog training facility at Humbie Holdings was 
creating a new access.  AP confirmed that the access had been widened by removal of the stone 
gate posts. 

8.3 VG noted that Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB) had written to WLC expressing 
concern over the validity of aircraft noise assessment at the proposed Drumshoreland 
development.  This letter had been circulated to KCC 

8.4 VG reported local concerns regarding the travellers’ housing site at Humbie Holdings, to which Mr. 
Henry had responded in robust terms.  IM queried why the complaints were directed to the 
Community Council rather than WLC itself.  JS advised that this longstanding issue was in hand at 
WLC, and was being followed up strictly according to correct procedures.  KCC has no 
involvement in that process. 
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8.5 VG acknowledged receipt of a letter from a Mrs. Kew, raising concerns about the proposed Camilty 
wind farm and seeking KCC support.  SMcK pointed out that the wind farm has had planning 
consent for some considerable time, and that the agreement with the developer provides for 
significant ongoing income to the local community via KCDT.  If this income stream fails to 
materialise, KCDT would have very little alternative funding to draw on.  He suggested that the 
benefit to the local community far outweighs any merit in supporting a single individual objection.  
JS noted that many initiatives in the village depend on KCDT funding, and would inevitably suffer if 
KCDT were to lose a major source of income .  After lengthy discussion it was decided by majority 
that the Community Council should not object to this application.  VG was asked to draft an 
appropriate response to Mrs. Kew. 

ACTION:  – VG to write to Mrs. Kew. 

8.6 The recent application to erect a workshop at Hunting Tower was discussed.  AP stated that she 
found it difficult to understand why such an extension is required in preference to re-purposing 
existing space.  VG asked if the proposal was in keeping with the existing building.  AP said she 
believes so.  The meeting decided that no action by KCC was warranted. 

 

9. Communication Cards  JS reported that Community Gardening was the sole issue raised 
via communication cards: 

9.1 AP confirmed that 18 communication cards had been returned out of 34 distributed with regards to 
the proposal to plant trees at Roosevelt Road. All bar one supported the proposal.  Discussions 
remain ongoing as to funding and sourcing the trees and supports.  Planting in the autumn seems 
possible. 

9.2 AP noted that WLC had mown the grassed areas and in the process damaged the plants that 
volunteers had planted.  She questioned how the timing of such activities was decided.  JS advised 
that the grounds maintenance schedule is available for anyone interested to view.  SC noted, 
however, that WLC had repeatedly ignored requests not to damage the plants. 

9.3 VG asked if AP’s efforts were linked to his previous discussions with SC.  AP advised that they 
were separate.  JS added that the recent tree maintenance at the garages at Kaimes was covered 
by the village improvement fund, and was therefore explicitly contracted.  SC complained that there 
had been a serious miscommunication in that project, resulting in Muddy Boots also expending 
considerable effort on that area, only for the contractor to undo all the voluntary work.  Many 
people who had devoted significant time and energy on a voluntary basis were deeply unhappy.  
JS suggested SC communicate the complaint to KCDT.  SC stated this had been done, and no 
response had so far been received. 

9.4 JS commented on the use (or lack of) of communication cards, and reiterated their usefulness in 
managing feedback from the community. 
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10. KCDT Report 

10.1 SMcK’s provided an update on the Camps Junction project.  Progress is continuing, albeit very 
slowly and with less certainty than hitherto.  However, he is hopeful that the Scottish Government 
will back a revised proposal via the Rural Housing Fund.  SMcK advised that the fixed price 
quotation for the housing kits expires at the end of July.  If this window of opportunity is missed, 
prices will increase dramatically by 15% or greater.  SMcK paid tribute to Hugh HG’s efforts to 
bring this project to fruition. 

10.2 SMcK noted that the Debbie and Steph at the Green Room are ‘holding the fort’.  KCDT operations 
are very much on a reduced footing following Tony’s departure, but essential activities are being 
addressed. 

10.3 SMcK reiterated JS’ report that the pavilion lease had been signed. 

10.4 SMcK noted that the KCDT directors had been aware for some time that they would benefit from 
CPD (Continuous Professional Development).  Consequently, CPD training has been arranged. 

 

11. AOB 

11.1 Joint Forum Conference: JS reminded the meeting of a Joint Forum conference to be held 
online on 17th June at 6.00pm.  The primary focus is the upcoming Community Council elections in 
October.  Lorraine McGrorty, who is the liaison within WLC for Community Councils, will be 
available to answer questions on the new Community Council Scheme, under which Kirknewton 
Community Council will be reduced from 18 to 12 members.  The new scheme is intended to 
promote elections.  The Joint Forum also wishes to garner opinion on its role moving forward. 

11.2 Community Council Elections: JS sought confirmation that election packs had been 
received.  No-one advised otherwise.  He outlined the desire to include those who might not 
otherwise be interested, and in particular looked to involve a younger age-group than is currently 
represented.  There is also a desire to devolve decision making to the local level, and promote 
local wealth creation activities, such as the pavilion. 

11.2 EGM: By convention, there is no July meeting. However, prior to the August meeting an 
EGM shall be conducted to approve the accounts to date.  This is a requirement of WLC to qualify 
for the Community Council grant. 

 

11. Next Meeting 

The next KCC meeting is on 10th Aug 2021 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC. 
An EGM will be held prior to that meeting at 18.30 

 
 
The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


