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Minutes 9th Mar 2021 
 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), Cllr C. John, S. Campbell, J. Cunningham, V. Garrad, S. Markx, 
I. Masterton, S. McKenna, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas, I. Watt. 

Apologies: Cllr D. Timson, Cllr D. King, K. McKeown. 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Zoom 

 

2. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

3. Councillors’ Report: 

3.1 CJ confirmed that WLC had agreed to a change in the use of allocated Town Centre Funding for 
Kirknewton.  The change had been requested in the light of practical issues in implementing some 
of the works as originally envisaged. 

3.2 CJ advised that the police had reported no issues with policing in the Kirknewton area.  

3.3 CJ reported on various traffic issues that had been the subject of complaints received. 

 Reports of excess speed in the villages appear to be anecdotal:  CJ, having personally 
investigated, could find no evidence of speeding.  During discussion, it was noted that an 
enclosed environment contributes to a perception of speed. 

 Parking continues to be a cause for concern, with complaints relating to Spaces for People 
restrictions.  VG noted that parking was haphazard in the Hillhouse Terrace and asked if 
parking spaces could be marked.  NG advised this was not possible due to the classification of 
the road, and CJ noted that the area in East Calder that VG had used as an example was in 
fact off-carriageway and had been paid for through East Calder’s Town Centre funding. 

 Reported potholes have been temporarily patched.  IM stated that there was one pothole / 
sunken drain at the Linburn Road railway bridge which was consistently missed out. 

 VG advised CJ that there seems to be an increase in heavy goods traffic through the village, 
which is causing vibration. 

3.4 CJ commented that the current policy for naming new streets in Calderwood does not reflect local 
connections.  He feels it would be better if it did. 

3.5 CJ advised that there is some late opposition to the fish ladder proposed to bypass the weir at 
Midcalder.  Some residents would like a more comprehensive solution such as has been created at 
Howden Bridge.  CJ noted that the costs for that would be very significantly greater, and that the 
implementation at Howden Bridge is not well finished and does not add to the visual amenity. 

3.6 SMcK asked if the new set of traffic cones in Hillhouse Terrace was for further SfP work.  VG 
advised that it was in connection with Scottish Water manhole repairs. 

3.7 SMcK noted to CJ that the retrospective planning application for the Dog Day Care Centre at Long 
Dalmahoy Road had been deemed incompetent, but that no enforcement action had been taken 
by WLC in over a year.  Unlicensed use of the site continues as it has done throughout that period.  
CJ commented that enforcement officers are once again available and that enforcement should 
now be possible.  VG countered that WLC explicitly advised that staff would not make site visits 
due to Covid-19.  It was also noted that the planning reference published by WLC was incorrect. 
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4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the draft minutes as 
circulated were noted.  JT proposed approval.  VG seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

5. Actions from previous meeting: Ongoing actions are as recorded below or elsewhere in 
these minutes, or are closed.  JS updated the meeting on the following specific points, which are 
closed: 
 Jan. item 3.4:  JS advised that a meeting with Craig McCorriston has been arranged, to cover 

various aspects of planning such as training for Community Councillors, upcoming changes to 
the planning process, retrospective planning permission. 

 Feb. item 6.3:  Stirling Developments are still preparing updated proposals for the Park and 
Ride.  They have indicated that they will meet the Community Council in due course. 

 Feb. item 6.4:  VG reported on the recent EANAB meeting.  Minutes are currently under 
review and VG agreed to circulate these when they are available.  He advised that the MoD 
had indicated a requirement to establish a military training area off the east coast, which is 
currently the subject of discussion within EANAB. 

ACTION:  – VG to circulate EANAB minutes. 

 Feb. item 6.5:  Dog Day Care Centre:  as discussed during the Councillors’ Report above.  JS 
again emphasised the dissatisfaction of CCs and the Joint Forum at WLC’s retrospective 
planning policy. 

 

6. Planning. 

6.1 There was substantial discussion on the planning approval recently granted for Drummond Homes 
to develop its site north of Roosevelt Road.  VG suggested that the planning consent document, 
running to 7 pages, was deficient in many respects.  JS stated that the proposal had been 
discussed last year and KCC had not objected.  There were no grounds to revisit this position 
retrospectively.  IM accepted that the proposed development, which is included the local 
development plan, was always going to get permission, but he objected to the manner in which 
KCC was left to find out about this via press reports.  Whilst WLC may technically have no 
requirement to notify KCC, it showed a lack of respect for KCC as an elected body not to do so.  
VG concurred.  JS strongly defended WLC’s right not to notify KCC.  AP noted that residents had 
asked her about the approval, of which, at the time, she had been unaware.  VG raised concerns 
over the timescale over which the development was projected to be ongoing.  SC noted that the 
condition restricting development to five units per year is intended to ensure that the primary 
school can accommodate any additional demand without expansion.  SMcK suggested that VG 
contact WLC in a personal capacity.  The Chair emphasised that the contact could not be on behalf 
of KCC.  NG noted that he had misunderstood the process, and had not expected that the granting 
of approval ‘in principle’ was a definitive decision.  The Chair ruled that the subject had been fully 
discussed and closed at previous KCC meetings, and curtailed further discussion. 

6.2 JS advised that he had lodged an objection on behalf of KCC with City of Edinburgh Council 
regarding the Ravelrig development. 

6.3 VG noted no further update to the proposal by Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust for a memorial 
at the airfield. 
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6.4 VG reported on concerns over continued large-scale residential developments.  With applications 
or ongoing development at Hatton Village, Calderwood, Drumshoreland, and elsewhere, there is a 
prospect of ‘wall-to-wall’ housing.  JS commented that WLC are not in favour of the 
Drumshoreland/Pumpherston proposal.  VG stated that EANAB are concerned at the noise 
insulation implications for houses under the Edinburgh Airport flight paths. 

 

7. Building on Active Travel Opportunities 

7.1 NG advised that Sustrans has approved funding for a study on a segregated cycle path from 
Balerno through Kirknewton to East Calder.  This is expected to report in the summer.  The school 
and PSA are supportive, which is hoped will add weight to securing the funding for implementation.  
AP asked what the study would look into.  NG confirmed that the study will consider route options, 
costs and land ownership.  He emphasised the need to segregate cycles from motor transport. 

7.2 NG reported that the Spaces for People work in the village had been expedited through emergency 
funding.  WLC admitted that an on-site survey had not been carried out to verify the suitability of 
the pavement-widening locations which had been decided from map and photograph sources.  
One criterion applied had been to prioritise the capacity for social distancing at locations where key 
workers access public transport, and in the vicinity of shops.  Kirknewton was one of the last areas 
to be addressed, and the funding was time-constrained.  The SfP widening is intended to be 
temporary and to be removed at a suitable future point.  However, elsewhere, eg in Edinburgh, 
there is a move to make it permanent.  JT noted that there is a consultation exercise on this 
currently underway in Edinburgh. 

7.3 SMcK advised that he and his family had built a new bridge over the burn at Newton Cottages to 
replace a previous wooden bridge which had rotted.  The meeting expressed appreciation of this 
contribution to local amenity. 

7.4 JS reiterated that Stirling Developments has agreed to meet KCC to present and discuss revised 
proposals for the Park and Ride.  NG wondered if they could be persuaded to contribute to the 
cycle path funding, as a complementary initiative to the Park and Ride.  VG confirmed that he had 
written to WLC to suggest a roundabout at the junction near the war memorial, but JS advised that 
the location of the proposed Park and Ride, and related access, is reported to have changed.  NG 
commented that the gradient at the junction was not conducive to a roundabout, but that the 
junction did need re-engineered to improve safety. 

 

8. Update on Covid 

8.1 IW reported that the larder is still busy on Thursday mornings, with a number of new customers 
now using its services.  Debbie is pursuing smaller funding possibilities to continue to eke out the 
larder’s operation.  The hope is still to continue until summer, funding permitting.  Possible options 
are being explored to make the support more focussed, for example by providing meals rather than 
the soup bags, promoting healthy eating, and seeking the best possible value for produce 
purchased.  Small donations continue to trickle in.  
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8.2 SMcK asked if IW had statistics on people requesting fuel top-ups.  IW provides Steph at KCDT 
with a breakdown of these costs.  He noted that the recent cold weather had exacerbated the 
situation, especially in households with children.  Many ex-army houses in Kirknewton were 
seriously energy-inefficient.  For example, despite spending £100 per month on heating, one 
customer was unable to heat their house above 19°C.  SMcK advised that energy conservation 
help is available from various sources, for example to advise on insulation and grants to  install it.  
These services are free, but require the occupier to self-refer.  He described how previous 
attempts to establish the extent of the problem had been thwarted by a difficulty in getting funding 
for measuring equipment. 

 

9. KCDT Report. 

9.1 SMcK advised that, following Tony’s departure, the remaining KCDT staff, board and volunteers 
will have to pick up the baton.  Given Tony’s key role as an intermediary between KCC and KCDT, 
SMcK suggested that Steph and/or Debbie could be invited to represent KCDT on KCC, ex-officio. 

9.2 SMcK updated KCC on the consultation exercise.  The resultant draft Development Plan is 
anticipated by the end of April, after which it will go through the revision process outlined by SMcK 
at the February meeting. 

9.3 SMcK reported that there was still no firm quotation for delivery of the Camps Junction project.  It 
remains close, but not yet over the line.  An additional complication is a possible retrospective 
requirement for sprinkler systems, potentially adding between £4k and £10k per unit built. 

 

10. AOB 

10.1 Trees at Roosevelt Rd: AP advised that she had delivered postcards to all nearby 
residents, and the shop had received about a dozen back in response.  All are positive or mostly 
so. Two negative comments relate to the cleaning of leaves and blossom in the respective 
seasons, but given the appointment of a community gardener this should not be an issue.  Debbie 
is investigating funding for the necessary stakes and protection.  SC is scheduled to meet the 
community gardener to discuss and plan the upkeep of all village green space. 

10.2 Dog Fouling & Littering: AP noted that dog fouling was an increasing problem.  Owners are 
now in the habit of bagging their dog’s poo, and then hanging the bag on a fence or a tree.  It is 
difficult to understand the mentality of such people.  Providing bins for dog poo seems to be a lost 
cause.  One suggestion was to repurpose the now-redundant green food-waste caddies to tackle 
the problem via community-led initiatives.  AP also raised the issue of roadside litter.  NG 
commented that these issues appear to be a national problem, exacerbated by ‘cultural norms’.  JS 
advised that WLC are now allowing litter-picking, and will investigate if something in Kirknewton 
can be organised. 

10.3 Joint Forum: JS reported back on the Joint Forum of Community Councils in West Lothian 
meeting with the CEO and senior officers of WLC.  WLC is very appreciative of the Joint Forum’s 
positive approach.  Other items discussed included: 

 The new Community Council Scheme which will soon be available for consultation. 

 Planning and the planning process. This will be the subject of upcoming discussions with Craig 
McCorriston. 
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 A paper on Community Wealth Building tabled by the CEO.  This is a comprehensive document, 
exploring the way in which communities can become involved in the provision of services.  JS 
undertook to forward this to IM for circulation. 

ACTION:  – JS/IM to circulate the report. 

 The poor level and quality of surveys and consultations, eg, the SfP exercise.  WLC 
acknowledged this aspect needs improved. 

10.4 KCDT Consultation: SMcK & NG suggested that the data from the KCDT consultation exercise 
could be forwarded to WLC.  They emphasised the benefit, coverage and representativeness of 
this wealth of data.  The benefit to WLC of this data is clear and has the potential to overcome the 
shortcomings and lack of resources of WLCs own consultation process, which NG commented on.  
JS was supportive and described a new ‘community choices’ mechanism for community feedback 
and consultation that is being rolled out, albeit very slowly, across the UK.   

10.5 KCDT: SC asked if KCDT intended to replace Tony Foster.  SMcK explained that there is 
currently no consolidated funding available to replace the Big Lottery grant which had supported 
TF’s post.  Alternative sources of funding were being actively sought.  The absence of a full-time 
replacement for TF will undoubtedly be to the detriment of KCDT’s future operation. 

10.5 Local Area Committee: JS reported on the recent LAC meeting as follows: 

 He re-stated the changes noted in 3.1 above re- Town Centre Funding. 

 He emphasised that a decision had been made that Kirknewton Primary School would not 
expand, hence the condition limiting development noted at 6.1 above. 

 He repeated the information noted at items 5 and 7.4 re- the Park and Ride. 

10.6 Hall Costs: SMcK noted that information on electricity costs had still not been received from 
Ralph Bell.  JS undertook to pursue this. 

ACTION:  – JS to pursue with Ralph Bell. 

 

 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 13th April 2021 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC  

 

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


