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Minutes 9th Feb 2021 
 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), S. Campbell, J. Cunningham, V. Garrad, S. Markx, I. Masterton, 
S. McKenna, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas, I. Watt, T. Foster (KCDT). 

Apologies: Cllr C. John, Cllr D. Timson, Cllr D. King, K. McKeown. 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Zoom 

 

2. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

3. Councillors’ Report:  No WLC Councillors were present, so no Councillors’ Report was 
presented.  The following was noted: 

Action 3.2 (Jan) – CJ/DT to pursue timely adoption of roads by WLC:  c/fwd. 

 

4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the draft minutes as 
circulated were noted.  S.McK proposed approval.  JT seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

5. Actions from previous meeting: Ongoing actions are as recorded elsewhere in these 
minutes, or are closed. 

 

6. Planning. 

6.1 JS noted that the Joint Forum continues to make representation to WLC over the interpretation, 
application and enforcement of planning policy, and the issue of retrospective consent.  The Forum 
has written to Craig McCorriston at WLC emphasising its concerns.  JT noted that WLC had issued 
a consultation document on planning enforcement.  AP commented that WLC seems happy to 
ignore their own published policy document.  SMcK added that the document is weak on 
enforcement and makes no reference to the Development Plan.  JS concurred. 

Action 3.4 (Jan) – JS to (continue to pursue) with WLC via The Joint Forum:  ongoing. 

6.2 JS advised that Craig McCorriston had responded with respect to to the proposed Park & Ride.  He 
suggested that KCC might wish to invite Stirling Developments to discuss the amended proposals 
at a suitable meeting. 

ACTION:  – JS to contact Stirling Developments  to arrange. 

6.3 VG stated that no response had been received from WLC with respect to the lighting at the Humbie 
Dog Training establishment. 
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6.4 VG reported on the recent Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB) activities.  
Resourcing of a minutes secretary has been agreed.  VG noted that the proposed operational 
changes at EAL will impact substantial existing and new residential areas under the flight paths.  
JT commented that whilst this was not directly a KCC issue, there was a lot of sympathy for those 
affected.  JS again highlighted the coalescence danger.  JT noted that people should contact their 
MP to raise the issue, since aviation matters are reserved to Westminster. 

ACTION:  – VG to write to EANAB noting local concerns. 

6.5 SMcK raised the lack of response from WLC to complaints relating to the Dog Day Care Centre on 
the Long Dalmahoy Road.  WLC were informed about this unlicensed activity over a year ago but 
have still neither acted nor responded.  In the meantime, the land is becoming a dumping ground 
for miscellaneous waste, resulting in a serious degradation of the land quality and a high risk of 
environmental health issues, especially given the proximity to the water course.  It was noted that 
the land owner is Dalmahoy Estates.  VG was asked to write again to WLC asking for a response 
before the next Community Council meeting.  JS asked that he be copied on this correspondence 
to refer it to the Joint Forum. 

ACTION:  – VG to write to WLC requesting a response by next KCC meeting. 

 

7. Building on Active Travel Opportunities 

7.1 JS advised that in NG’s absence, there is no further information to report on Active Travel 
initiatives. 

 

8. Update on Covid 

8.1 IW reported an increased uptake in use of the community larder and fridge.  The previous 
Thursday saw 50 to 60 people accessing the larder, which is a significant increase on previous 
usage.  More than 60 soup bags are now being provided and there are funds to continue at this 
level for another eight to nine weeks.  As anticipated, the situation post-Christmas is proving 
difficult, as the impact of lay-offs and the roll-off of other assistance becomes more acute.  TF 
noted that they have now had several requests for help with fuel costs, the recent cold weather 
having exacerbated the impact of fuel poverty.  SMcK enquired if any other funding source was 
possible.  TF stated that Debbie had applied for an additional £60K of Covid funding. 

8.2 JS commended KCDT for continuing to provide support within the village from available resources.  
He noted that WLC are extremely appreciative of this ongoing effort which takes strain off the 
central food bank system.  SMcK asked if FairShare had been approached to assist with direct 
food aid to the larder.  IW summarised the voluntary food aid provided to the larder from local 
residents via the shop.  He advised that procedural difficulties in establishing FairShare support, 
given the KCDT effort that would be required, rendered it impractical previously.  This may be 
reviewed, however, in the light of the ongoing situation.  JS emphasised the mental health benefits 
to those accessing the larder and fridge – the social interaction for otherwise isolated people was 
extremely important. 

  



 
 

Issue:  Approved 

 

8.3 TF advised that a major evolving concern was fatigue of the KCDT staff engaged in an exercise 
that had exceeded all expectations as to duration.  Whist they were understandably reluctant to let 
go the reigns of a project they had nurtured and felt ownership of, it was important to protect them 
from burn-out, and Easter time had already been identified as the point at which they would move 
on to other equally necessary commitments – especially so in the light of TF’s planned departure 
from KCDT.  SMcK emphasised the need for a volunteer ‘call to arms’ to pick up the baton, 
particularly in the context of administering and undertaking food deliveries.  It was recommended 
that IW & TF should continue discussions to ensure the KCDT staff are fully supported in this 
stressful change-over period. 

8.4 TF reported on a recent Scottish Government meeting to report on how other communities are 
addressing the Covid-19 challenge and in particular looking to move forward.  He expressed 
concern that the participants represented communities such as Kirknewton which had been 
organised from an early stage to meet the challenge, but other communities which had not been so 
organised had no voice at the meeting.  He emphasised that the acute need for community support 
was now and through the next several months, as economic factors continue to worsen. 

 

9. KCDT Report. 

9.1 SMcK advised that, following various meetings, the final signing of the contract to build the seven 
houses at Camps Junction is anticipated imminently.  Materials costs for the kit-frames, windows 
and door assemblies have bye-and-large been held at 2019 prices.  This is a significant 
achievement in the face of increased timber prices, import costs due to Brexit and the 
strengthening Euro. 

9.2 TF reported on the consultation exercise.  This will be circulated in the next 2/3 days.  Vikki Hilton 
is keen that both KCDT and KCC review the initial draft report and draft development plan, and 
suggested a joint meeting to that end.  JS concurred.  TF explained the iterative process of refining 
the draft plan, with several to-and-fro steps involved.  SMcK emphasised the importance of the 
report and development plan, highlighting the significant community input with a large majority 
expressing positive views.  AP picked up on an apparent widespread misunderstanding of the 
powers and capabilities of KCDT vs WLC. 

 

10. AOB 

10.1 Hall Costs: Following on from the January meeting’s action (item 3.9), JS reported that Ralph 
Bell had been contacted again to provide a more detailed breakdown of electricity costs for the 
village hall.  He has agreed to collate and forward the necessary information. 

10.2 Airfield:  VG reported that he had contacted the Officer Commanding 661 Volunteer Gliding 
Squadron, RAF Kirknewton in response to the Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust, advising that 
KCC had no objection to the ABCT proposal to erect a memorial pillar.  TF advised that KCDT had 
likewise responded.  VG noted that some initial confusion in communication with 661 VGS had 
been resolved. 

ACTION:  – VG to circulate correspondence from 661 VGS and ABCT. 
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10.3 Trees:  VG reported on conversations with TF investigating potential funding for the 
proposal to plant fruit trees at Roosevelt Rd / Churchill Way, and noted that there were some 
potential sources of support.  AP updated the meeting on costs and suggested approaching the 
Woodland Trust or similar.  AP indicated that a communication card consultation was envisaged to 
canvass opinion from the nearby residents, with these cards being returned via the shop in the 
usual manner.  VG provided information on the trees he currently has available.  SC hopes to meet 
the new Community Gardener in the near future to walk round the proposed areas for planting.  

10.4 Pavilion: TF summarised the ongoing discussions with WLC in the past few months.  He 
stated that KCDT is close to signing a lease agreement similar to that for the village hall.  The 
KCDT board is happy with the arrangement whereby WLC covers the cost of heating, lighting etc, 
and KCDT receives the revenue from hire of the pitch.  Under this agreement, KCDT is scheduled 
to take over running of the pavilion on 1st April. 

10.5 WLC Lottery: IM asked if there was a need to discuss the WLC proposals for a local lottery.  
There was unanimous rejection of the concept of a WLC-sponsored West Lothian-wide lottery.  
The current KCDT model is working well, and does not syphon off a significant percentage of the 
revenue into management costs.  TF has been invited to a meeting with WLC to discuss.  IW 
reported that the milestone of 30K Kirknewton Lottery Tickets had been reached as of the previous 
day. 

 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 9th March 2021 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC  

 

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


