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Minutes 12th Jan 2021 

 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), Cllr C. John, Cllr D. Timson, S. Campbell, J. Cunningham, 
V. Garrad, S. Markx, I. Masterton, S. McKenna, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas, T. Foster (KCDT). 

Apologies: Cllr D. King, K. McKeown, I. Watt. 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Zoom 
 

2. Declaration of interest: None. 
 

3. Councillors’ Report:  

3.1 CJ reported that most of the communication he had received from the public was in connection 
with highways issues.  Road clearing and gritting in the current winter weather have been raised, 
included a lack of salt in the grit bins, a failure to adequately treat ice build-up, and a lack of 
attention to footpaths in particular.  CJ noted that pavement clearing tractors have been employed 
in what are deemed high impact areas, but the resource has not been effectively utilised.  Rural 
areas such as villages are only treated by manual teams. 

3.2 CJ noted yet another upcoming closure of the level crossing, and commented that other highway-
related issues also remain unresolved, including the non-adoption of roads after development is 
complete, and the inaccuracy of the maps used by the highways department to plan ahead.  He 
expressed frustration at the responses received from the Highways Dept. to date. CJ believed 
there was a need for the elected representatives to push for timely adoption of roads by the 
Council.  DT reiterated CJ’s concerns. 

ACTION:  – CJ/DT to pursue with WLC Highways Dept. 

3.3 IM asked for clarification as to whether lack of grit was a result of a lack of material supply to WLC, 
or an inability to distribute the available supply effectively.  DT suggested the latter. 

3.4 SMcK noted to CJ & DT that previous KCC meetings had repeatedly discussed the difficulties 
experienced with unintimated road restrictions during telecom installation work.  Whilst there may 
be technically no requirement for consent, the lack of advance notice caused unnecessary chaos 
to traffic.  IM confirmed that in response to his query to WLC, he had been advised that no 
notification was required.  He added that in Edinburgh, planning applications have recently been 
raised for installation of mobile phone equipment, so WLC’s position may be one of interpretation 
rather than of adherence to statutory requirements.  JS agreed to follow up these issues with WLC 

ACTION:  – JS to pursue with WLC 

3.5 SMcK further noted to CJ & DT that previous KCC meetings had also repeatedly discussed the 
issue of retrospective planning consent.  This appears to allow developers an easy route to bypass 
adequate planning scrutiny.  WLC Planning Dept’s history of non-enforcement seems to encourage 
developers to proceed without actual planning permission, confident that retrospective consent will 
be a formality.  This is untenable in the context of any adherence to a local development plan.  JS 
reinforced this view, noting several recent instances and the risk of urban coalescence.  He 
advised that the Joint Forum regards this as an area of concern and will be discussing the issue 
vigorously with WLC.  DT responded that the Joint Forum is wise to address this in a combined 
context.  CJ agreed, and is glad that the Joint Forum is pursuing this.  JS advised that the Joint 
Forum also has concerns that planning decisions are delegated rather than explicitly tabled for 
discussion, and will be feeding back on this aspect to the elected representatives in due course. 
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3.6 CJ advised that Edinburgh Council’s future plans for Calderwood include a proposal for a HS2 
station at Midcalder Junction.  Whilst this seems unrealistic in the near to medium term it does 
highlight Edinburgh’s long term ambitions, which the Joint Forum might wish to pick up on. 

3.7 JT queried the effectiveness of WLC enforcement of planning requirements, even at a trivial level.  
He noted a lack of resource.  CJ commented that the resources available were not always 
appropriate to pursuit of effective enforcement. 

3.8 TF sought clarification on the current status of the licence for the pavilion.  He noted that there was 
as yet no response from Scott Hughes to TF’s September email, and recent follow-up.  TF advised 
that issues with the funding stream may emerge in the absence of progress by the end of this 
month.  DT responded offering support to help move this forward.  JS commented that he also had 
had no response from Scott Hughes, and believed it was incumbent on WLC to escalate matters. 

3.9 SMcK advised that a request for more detailed breakdown of the hall electricity usage had likewise 
been ignored.  Given the apparent anomaly between winter and summer fuel bills, this is 
necessary information to inform ongoing discussions on the hall.  JS accepted an action to contact 
Ralph Bell 

ACTION:  – JS to pursue with Ralph Bell at WLC 

3.10 CJ & DT excused themselves from the meeting, and were thanked for their participation. 
 

4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the draft minutes as 
circulated were noted.  JT proposed approval.  AP seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

5. Actions from previous meeting: Ongoing actions are as recorded elsewhere in these 
minutes, or are closed. 

 

6. Planning. 

6.1 VG reported on updates to the proposed Park & Ride.  It was noted that Stirling Developments are 
in the process of submitting revised plans for the Park and Ride.  JT expressed surprise that 
knowledge of this was via the press in an apparent pre-emptive statement anticipating an unmade 
decision.  He urged KCC to request sight of the plans at the earliest opportunity and review them in 
the light of all previous discussions on the subject.  JS acknowledged these concerns and 
undertook an action to contact WLC to pursue. 

ACTION:  – JS to contact Craig McCorriston at WLC 

6.2 VG proposed that KCC supports the conversion of a barn at Milrig into residential accommodation.  
There was a general mood of approval, but no actual decision. 

6.3 VG noted that the proposal to culvert a burn at Humbie Holdings is contrary to assurances 
previously received from WLC that this would not be allowed.  JT questioned if SEPA would be 
unconcerned about the culverting of a burn in that locality with a consequential flood risk. 

 

7. Update on Covid 

7.1 JS reported that, with £1900 funding from WLC for Christmas-related undertakings, together with 
£1200 from KCDT, 172 hampers had been delivered, covering 250 people in Kirknewton ‘of a 
certain age’.  This represents 10% of the local population, and thanks was noted to Debbie at the 
Green Room and Iain at Festival Stores for their support. 
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7.2 TF reported that the local Resilience Group, including representatives from the school, local parish 
church continued to meet.  There is an expectation that use of the larder will increase.  At current 
levels it can be resourced until the summer.  There is an additional £50k of Covid funding available 
which it may be possible to apply for.  Changes to the protocols for using the larder are being 
introduced in the light of the new more transmissible strains of Covid. 

7.3 TF advised that the volunteer effort to clear footpaths during the winter conditions had been 
effective in keeping Kirknewton moving  

7.4 SMcK asked if KCDT should seek to become more involved in the local provision of free meals.  
TF reported on discussions he has had with the primary school and on how the service is and will 
be made available.  SMcK noted the different approach being taken in Scotland to that in England.  
JS advised that KCDT had taken on the task, hitherto undertaken by the parish church, to provide 
Christmas Parcels via the school to children who needed this additional support. 

7.5 JS noted that fuel poverty was beginning to become apparent as an issue, although TF advised 
that no approach had so far been received for direct support. 

 

8. KCDT Report. 

8.1 SMcK advised that a new community gardener, Christine Reid had been appointed  

8.2 TF reported on the consultation exercise.  Vikki Hilton had been unable to complete the report in 
time for this meeting, but TF expects to be able to present it to the February KCC meeting. 

8.3 TF announced that he is leaving his position at KCDT at the end of February to pursue other 
opportunities.  Debbies current fund-raising role continues until the end of March, but the current 
expectation is that she will continue to pick up on ongoing KCDT activities previously undertaken 
by Maria.  TF expressed a hope that the fund-raising role can be extended beyond March.  

8.4 SMcK commented on TF’s decision to move on, expressing disappointment to be losing him, but 
thanking him for his contribution to KCDT during his tenure.  The meeting echoed these 
sentiments.  JS formally thanked TF on behalf of KCC 

8.5 SMcK reported on ongoing discussions with EDF regarding the Camilty wind farm.  These are 
currently at the Memorandum of Understanding stage.  SMcK explained that discussions between 
WLC and KCDT were anticipated to explore the involvement of ours and other local communities in 
the capital funding of the project. 

8.6 SMcK advised that the mortgage negotiations with Ecology Building Society had still not been 
concluded.  There is a risk that, if not resolved soon, any increase in costs post-Brexit or due to 
revalidation of existing quotations may render the project unviable. 

 

9. AOB 

9.1 Town Centre Fund: JS reported that the KCC application for additional funding went before a 
first Local Area Committee meeting.  Due to objections relating to procedure, a second subsequent 
LAC meeting was held, but it has now been confirmed that KCC has been awarded all the funding 
applied for, viz £9676.  This comprises: 
 £2545 for signage at the Stones’ Progress 
 £4100 for sound and light system equipment in the Hall 
 £1600 for new defibrillator cabinets 
 £1431 for crockery, cutlery, utensils and table linen for the Hall. 
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9.2 Other Funding:  In support of the hall upgrade, the Hall Committee intends to commit £3500 
from its funds to redecorate the hall.  JS noted that this would bring the hall up to a standard 
commensurate with modern expectations.  A corresponding commitment from WLC to address 
other aspects such as hall heating would be pursued.  JS also advised that WLC has committed to 
replace the basket swing in the park at a cost of £9281.  This was originally due for replacement in 
2027, but was highlighted in the community consultation exercise as a village priority. 

9.3 Appreciation:  TF commented on the benefits already enjoyed thanks to the park 
upgrades and wished to note appreciation to JS and IW for their efforts.  In particular he thanked 
Bekky Plunkett of WLC for her contribution to the success of these projects.  JS concurred. 

9.4 Giant Hogweed: JS reported on correspondence with Brian Dewar (WLC). S.McK 
commented that the lack of funding seems to be the key issue.  BD’s suggestion that KCDT take 
on responsibility for land which is a liability rather than an asset is inappropriate.  He repeated his 
suggestion in previous meetings that warning signs would be the limit of KCDT’s involvement. 

9.5 Communication: JS invited IM to report on action to date to publish minutes in a more 
accessible form.  IM stated that the minutes are now published on the kirknewton.info/kirknewton-
community-council web page.  JS also commented on the potential to use the noticeboard for this 
and other notifications.  SMx volunteered to update the noticeboard material on a regular basis.  
There was discussion on the use of different platforms to ensure distribution of information. 

9.6 Covid Survey: JS confirmed that the survey was completed. 

9.7 Airfield: TF advised that he had been contacted by the Airfields of Britain Conservation 
Trust.  They wish to know if we would be in support of the erection of a pillar at the airfield 
commemorating those who served and those who were lost during its activity.  JT asked what was 
KCC being asked.  On the basis that it was simply general support for the concept, the meeting 
was happy to agree to the ABCT proposal.  TF was asked to respond to ABCT accordingly. 

ACTION:  – TF to respond to ABCT 

9.8 Trees:  VG updated the meeting on correspondence with SC on donating trees for 
community areas.  He requested if funds could be made available for their protection.  SC advised 
ballpark costs.  There was discussion on what protective measures would be appropriate.  VG 
agreed to follow up with Christine Reid to evaluate.  There was also further discussion on the 
history of Kirknewton Wood and its benefit to wellbeing in the village. 

ACTION:  – VG to pursue with CR 

AP raised the concept of planting a live Christmas tree for recurring use.  She also suggested 
planting fruit trees at the park at Roosevelt Road / Churchill Way, noting a conversation with the 
WLC Arborealist.  SC suggested that there are fruit tree specialists who might be interested in 
contributing to such a project. 

ACTION:  – AP/SC to investigate further 
 

10. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 9th February 2021 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC  
 
The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


