
 
 

 Chairperson’s Annual Report 2020/21 

 

Year 2020 has been one of the most difficult and unusual for everyone due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and this has meant that The Community Council like all other organisations has had 
to operate in a completely different manner. 

Our regular monthly meetings have been held remotely and we have been able to hold them 
except for three months during 2020. 

During 2020 The Community Council and Kirknewton Community Development Trust 
continued to work together to support the senior citizens by having events for VE and VJ days. 
In addition, to these events we had a phenomenally successful Christmas event delivering 172 
hampers to 250 senior citizens, this being over 10% of the village population. 

Throughout the year The Community Council continued to carry out statutory duties   
reviewing all planning applications making representation to West Lothian Council as 
appropriate.  

Additionally, we dealt with many other matters on behalf of the community including the 
park, hedge cutting, litter, bins etc. 

The Community Council was successful with the application for Town Centre Funds in early 
2020 which resulted in payment of £53,418. This is being spent on the new community garden 
and transport hub at the pavilion. A further fund was made available to West Lothian Council 
late 2020 and Kirknewton’s share of the fund was to be £18,976 subject to a successful 
application.  Again, our application was successful for Signage for Stones Progress, Sound and 
Light System, new crockery, cutlery, utensils and linen for village hall, cabinets for 
defibrillators and new basket swing for the park.                                                                                  

We also applied and was awarded £750 from another fund for indoor bowls for the village 
hall and two games for the children of the village. 

After many years of being unsuccessful in obtaining funds from West Lothian Council for a 
noticeboard for the village we applied to The Edinburgh Airport Community Fund. This 
application was granted, and a new noticeboard has been installed next to the pavilion in the 
park. 

In addition to my duties as Chair of The Community Council I also Chair The Joint Forum of 
Community Councils in West Lothian and Chair the Police Sub Forum. I also represent The 
Community Council on the Local Area Committee with West Lothian elected councillors. 

I am a Board member of the Community Partnership Board with West Lothian Council Chief 
Executive, senior council officers, elected West Lothian Councillors and representatives from 
other third-party organisations.  



 
 

 

I also represent The Joint Forum on the Services for the Community Policy, Development and 
Scrutiny Panel which reviews social housing, police, fire etc. 

Membership of these bodies allows Kirknewton to have a voice at senior level within the 
wider West Lothian Community. 

I again this year would like to thank our West Lothian elected members for their support since 
the last AGM.  

The support for The Community Council, The Development Trust and the residents given by 
Ian Watt and the staff of Festival Stores needs to be recognised as they have given superb 
service throughout the year. 

I would also like to recognise the support given to myself and The Community Council by 
Debbie Douglas, Stephanie Paterson, Maria Bathgate staff of Kirknewton Community 
Development Trust and Christine Reid who designed and developed the Community Garden.  

Elections for a new Community Council will take place later in the year. Details will be 
advertised by West Lothian Council once the full Council have agreed the revision to the 
Scheme and Standing Orders.  

 

 

John Sives  

Chair – Kirknewton Community Council 

January 2021 

  

 

 

  

 

  


