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Minutes 8th Dec 2020 
 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), S. Campbell, J. Cunningham, V. Garrad, F. Lynch, S. Markx, 

I. Masterton, S. McKenna, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas, T. Foster (KCDT). 

Apologies: Cllr D. Timson, K. McKeown, I. Watt. 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Zoom 

 

2. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

3. Councillors’ Report:  No WLC Councillors were present, so no Councillors’ Report was 

presented 

 

4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the draft minutes as 

circulated were noted.  JT proposed approval.  VG seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

5. Actions from previous meeting: Ongoing actions are as recorded elsewhere in these 

minutes or closed.  In particular, the action to pursue progress on the Pavilion is completed, but 

further information from WLC is awaited. 

 

6. Planning. 

6.1 VG reported on progress with respect to the notice board.  Permission has now been granted. 

6.2 VG noted that further representation to EANAB awaits a report on measured noise levels. 

6.3 IM outlined recent communications with both Ratho and Balerno Community Councils to extend 

the level of cooperation on all matters of mutual interest, including planning and EANAB. 

6.4 JS advised that the Joint Forum remains concerned at the prospect of ‘coalescence’ whereby the 

entire corridor between Livingston and Edinburgh becomes urbanised.  SMcK asked if the Local 

Development Plan is still in effect.  JS responded that it is, but is under revision and piecemeal 

threat.  TF reminded the meeting of Cllr. CJ’s advice that WLC had accepted Edinburgh Council’s 

position of the need for additional housing to the west of the city boundary.  JS noted that EDC 

remain reluctant to release brown-field sites for development, increasing the pressure on green-

field locations.  JT circulated additional relevant information from SESTrans 

6.6 JS noted that the push from Edinburgh for WLC to accommodate an increasing number of people 

in need of affordable housing is having a financial impact on the WLC budget.  There is a case for 

Community Councils in West Lothian and in west Edinburgh to act in unison and engage with the 

local authorities in a ‘joined-up’ manner. 

6.5 VG reiterated dismay that development at Humbie Holdings ran contrary to the published Local 

Development Plan.  JS emphasised that the whole question of the Local Development Plan 

involves not only housing but also the associated infrastructure required to support communities 

and provide adequate access to and from them.  IM commented on the strategic implications of 

unrestricted central-belt development  
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6.6 AP asked if elected representatives are actively addressing these issues.  JS regretted that, given 

the Covid situation, it was unlikely to receive the attention it otherwise might.  The Joint Forum is 

currently formulating a response to WLC to seek clarification on WLC’s interpretation of the 

relevant legislation. 

6.7 VG advised that the lighting level at the dog training centre is excessive.  JT noted a similar issue 

at The Paddocks, and updated the meeting on action to remove unapproved caravans.  VG agreed 

to write to WLC to express concern at light pollution at both locations. 

ACTION:  – VG to write to WLC advising our concerns. 

6.8 JS concluded the planning discussion by noting that there was nothing further of immediate 

relevance to Kirknewton Community Council itself, but that there remains a wider concern. 

 

7. Covid Update. 

7.1 TF reported that the larder had moved to one day per week.  Additional funding has been received 

for vegetable & soup bags.  The expectation is for increased demand after Christmas. 

7.2 TF advised that funds had also been received to promote local businesses beyond Covid. 

7.3 TF noted KCDT is sharing information on mental health and jobs.  There has been a discussion 

with Development Trusts Association Scotland (DTAS) on how development trusts and community 

groups are coping.  There is concern that initiatives to support community work are beginning to 

run out of resources, and the overall picture is not a good one beyond Easter. 

7.4 JT passed on the thanks of local residents he is in contact with for the support given by KCDT/KCC 

In particular, Ian Watt is thanked for his contribution. 

7.5 JS noted the increase in dependence on this service as financial circumstances deteriorate in West 

Lothian.  He also outlined the impact on mental health, across all age groups. 

 

8. Communication. 

8.1 JS introduced this item by explaining that a conversation between IM & JT revealed a weakness in 

the publication mechanism for KCC minutes which was inadequately covered by the current 

arrangements.  JS advised that currently the minutes and other information are posted in Festival 

Stores and on the Community Council Facebook page. 

8.2 JT stated that the basic requirement was simply to publish the minutes, and that a simple 

mechanism would suffice, rather than establishing a separate KCC website which would involve 

both expense and effort beyond the likely benefit. 

8.3 IM outlined the routes by which KCC could effectively achieve publication of the minutes.  

Discussions with TF had already clarified that the kirknewton.org (aka kirknewton.info) site could 

act as the necessary host, provided suitable access was granted for KCC to manage their own 

sub-page within the site.  IM & TF agreed to investigate the use of the KCDT/KCC sub-page for 

this purpose. 

ACTION:  – IM & TF to liaise and establish a way forward. 
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9. KCDT Report 

9.1 SMcK reported on the KCDT AGM.  A new director, John Mundell, has been appointed.  John 

brings substantial experience and interest in local community work. 

9.2 SMcK noted thanks that had been expressed to Ian W and to the KCDT for the Covid response 

9.3 Ongoing engagement with Vikki Hillton continues with respect to the community consultation 

exercise.  This is working towards publication. 

9.4 SMcK stated that, for a variety of reasons, KCDT is looking to increase its membership.  He 

emphasised that the trust exists for the benefit of the community, and as such is dependent on its 

members to promote and support its operation. 

9.5 SMcK reported on the discussions with Ecology Building Society with respect to funding for the 

seven houses at Kaimes Junction.  These discussions are at a crucial stage, with identified costs 

approaching the available revenue. 

9.6 TF expanded on SMcK’s report on the consultation exercise, explaining that the level of feedback 

had exceeded expectations, and apologising for the consequential delay in publication.  Nearly 

4000 individual responses have been received, including over 800 from school children. 

9.7 TF expanded on SMcK’s report on the consultation exercise, explaining that the level of feedback 

had exceeded expectations, and apologising for the consequential delay in publication.  Nearly 

4000 individual responses have been received, including over 800 from school children.  It is 

hoped that John Mundell will be able to promote the KCDT activities at a local council level, and 

that other funding will also become available. 

9.8 TF reiterated SMcK’s encouragement for an increase in KCDT membership.  With new housing 

outwith the KCC area, KCDT has lost a number of volunteers and replacements will inevitably take 

time to come up to speed.  SMcK emphasised the usefulness of the skills audit in that context. 

9.9 TF reported on the work already completed in the park, and outlined ongoing work. 

9.10 JS commented on the benefit of a common vision between KCDT and KCC, and the ability to 

cooperate and complement each other’s work. 

 

 

10. AOB 

10.1 Cllr Timson: KCC expressed their congratulations to Cllr. D. Timpson on his recent marriage. 

10.2 WLC representation: SMcK noted that none of the WLC councillors had been able to attend.  

This is unfortunate, since it reduces the effectiveness of communication between KCC and WLC. 

JT expressed agreement, stating that the absence of WLC councillors detracted from KCC’s ability 

to press WLC for responses on various issues.  JS agreed to follow up with WLC elected members 

on representation at CC meetings. 

ACTION:  – JS to contact WLC elected members to clarify future attendance intentions. 
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10.3 Telephone Masts: SMcK emphasised FL’s concern at the number of telephone cabinets and 

equipment at the end of Park Terrace.  There is no planning application for the 5G mast, and 

although a like-for-like replacement is usually deemed acceptable, the proliferation seems beyond 

what is reasonable.  He would suggest contacting WLC to complain about the extent of this 

installation.  VG suggested writing to our MP, copied to WLC.  JT concurred, noting that whilst the 

telecoms companies were exempt from legislation, the involvement of the local MP might elicit a 

useful response.  SMcK noted that elsewhere masts are camouflaged.  JS agreed to follow up with 

WLC elected members on what they were aware of prior to erection of the mast; and what the 

consultation process should be. 

ACTION:  – JS to contact WLC elected members WRT installation of the new equipment. 

10.4 Giant Hogweed: Brian Dewar responded to JS to explain that WLC cannot undertake 

treatment to eliminate this weed.  It is the landowners’ responsibility.  BD suggested that KCDT 

and/or KCC could undertake the work was rejected – KCC does not have funding and the Health 

and Safety aspects would preclude the use of non-professional personnel.  SMcK suggested that 

signs could be erected to warn people of its presence.  He stated that KCDT would be prepared to 

provide these at the currently-infected site, but otherwise the onus is on the landowner to address.  

JT advocates maximum possible publicity. 

ACTION:  – JS to follow up with KCDT as necessary. 

10.5 Health Sub-Forum: IM intimated that he had stepped down from the Joint Forum Sub-Furum 

on Health.  JS commented that it would be of benefit for KCC to remain represented. 

10.6 Surveys: IM noted that no feedback had been received on the most recent survey (on Covid 

response).  JS & IM agreed to cooperate on a response by 14th December 

ACTION:  – JS & IM to complete & submit the survey. 

10.7 Retaining Wall: VG advised that the retaining wall at Meadowbank View was showing signs of 

deterioration.  JS stated that WLC had been advised some months ago 

10.8 Other: JS asked if there was any other relevant business.  None was advised. 

 

 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 12th January 2021 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC  

 

 

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


