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Minutes 10th Nov 2020 
 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), S. Campbell, J. Cunningham, V. Garrad, N. Gwynne, F. Lynch, 

S. Markx, I. Masterton, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas, T. Foster (KCDT). 

Apologies: Cllr C. John, Cllr D. King, Cllr D. Timson, K. McKeown, S. McKenna, I. Watt. 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Zoom 

 

2. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

3. Councillors’ Report:  No WLC Councillors were present, so no Councillors’ Report was 

presented 

 

4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the draft minutes as 

circulated were noted.  AP proposed approval.  VG seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

5. Actions from previous meeting: Ongoing actions are as recorded elsewhere in these 

minutes or closed. 

 

6. Town Centre Fund. 

6.1 JS reported that work associated with the first phase of TCF is proceeding, with the £50k allocated 

now fully committed and partially spent.  Progress is currently being held up pending resolution of 

the discussions with WLC on ownership and management of the pavilion.   

6.2 JS advised that an opportunity exists to apply for a second tranche of TCF grant.  Kirknewton 

would be eligible for just under £19k, comprising a baseline block grant of £14k with the balance 

based proportionally on population.  JS noted that the timescales for applying for the grant and 

undertaking work are again almost impossibly tight.  The application must be lodged by 27th 

November with work underway or at least contracts let by 31st March 2020, and work completed by 

August 2021. 

6.3 TF noted that the recent community consultation exercise had identified several potential projects, 

and Vikki Hilton, who managed the survey, has already fed back several ideas from local children 

suggesting improvements to the recreational facilities in Kirknewton Park.  In SMcK’s absence, JS 

raised the possibility of funding for signage at the Jencks installation.  AP asked if provision of an 

outside water tap for the new community garden area could be provided, and requested that the 

issue of access to the disabled toilet be raised.  JS responded that the water supply to all WLC 

buildings of this nature is currently switched off, so these issues cannot be pursued at the current 

time.  NG advised that Scottish Water commenced roll-out of drinking-water refill points in major 

urban areas in May.  Kirknewton would inevitably be some way down the priority list. 

6.4 JS stressed that, to be successful in attracting funding, KCC must work in consultation with KCDT 

and WLC.  Engagement with WLC for advice and assistance in pursuing any of the ideas proposed 

is being sought.   
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6.5 VG expressed dissatisfaction that, yet again, the timescales within which KCC has to operate 

constitute a major disadvantage.  JS acknowledged that such funding programmes always seem to 

have last-minute deadlines, to the detriment of all Community Councils which would like to take 

advantage of such funding for projects initiated locally.  He advised that the Joint Forum is of the 

consensus that the mechanism as currently employed is not working for the benefit of devolving 

democratic decision making to the local level.  There was substantial discussion on the possible 

reasons for the implementation of policy in this manner.  The meeting agreed that this remained an 

ongoing problem. 

 

7. Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB). 

7.1 VG reported on ongoing communication with ENAB, and clarified the situation with respect to the 

Board’s request for Community Councils to provide £50 each in administrative funding.  It is now 

clear that few Community Councils feel able to contribute in this way.  There was unanimous 

agreement that funding of EANAB should be the responsibility of the body that established it – viz:  

the UK and/or Scottish Parliaments. 

7.2 JS confirmed that the Joint Forum believed that any request to divert the extremely limited 

administrative budget of Community Councils in this way is wholly inappropriate. 

7.3 JT asked for clarification that KCC will reject the request, and inform EANAB accordingly.  This 

was unanimously agreed. 

ACTION:  – VG to inform EANAB of the KCC decision. 

 

8. Planning. 

8.1 VG reported on progress with respect to the notice board.  Several difficulties had arisen with the 

process, including in attempting to lodge the application, in attempting to make payment, and 

incorrect information being passed between WLC departments.  As things currently stand, the 

application has been lodged and published, and is now expected to progress accordingly.  The 

meeting expressed a wish to record its appreciation to VG for the effort required to resolve these 

problems.  KCC’s thanks are hereby minuted. 

8.2 VG noted the demolition of a boundary wall and felling of several trees at Hillhouse Cottage.  TF 

provided some background observations on the apparent integrity of the wall in question.  JS 

advised that WLC is aware of the situation. 

8.3 JS stated that he had received an email from Hugh Hunter-Gordon expressing concern that 

applications for residential developments of all scales continue unabated.  He particularly cited 

Hatton Farm and Wilkieston as examples of current proposals which, together with further 

expansion at Calderwood, are unsupportable within the current infrastructure.  JS concurred, also 

noting development between East Calder and Midcalder.  He commented that the Joint Forum 

remains concerned that Edinburgh’s answer to its housing needs seems to be a desire to coalesce 

the adjacent WLC villages into a single urban unit.  VG also raised the possibility that 

developments under the Edinburgh Airport flightpaths will require enhanced noise insulation.  The 

meeting gratefully noted HHG’s offer to become involved in championing this issue.  JS concluded 

that the key to achieving the desired outcome is for Community Councils to present a joint front. 

8.4 NG reported on the consultation regarding the proposed extension to the Braekirk development.  

Most responses were negative.  
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8.5 TF reminded the meeting that the Muir Homes proposal for development behind the primary school 

remained very much alive. 

8.6 VG raised the possibility that developments under the Edinburgh Airport flightpaths will require 

enhance noise insulation. 

 

9. Update on Covid 

9.1 In IW’s absence, JS provided an update on the food larder and community fridge.  Monday usage 

has tailed off, but demand on Thursday remains high.  It is anticipated that Monday evening 

opening will be reviewed and may be curtailed. 

9.2 TF advised that there is an expectation that reliance on the larder and fridge will increase.  There is 

awareness via the resilience group that in the present economic situation, many people are 

currently working their notice period, and will become redundant in January.  TF noted that KCDT 

could apply for approximately £25k additional funding to provide additional support.  The situation 

requires constant and active monitoring to ensure that everyone who requires support is identified. 

9.3 VG asked about Green Room usage outwith published hours.  TF replied that other organisations, 

eg, Weight Watchers, continue to use the Green Room in line with current guidelines and 

restrictions. 

9.4 JS reported that preparations were under way for appropriate Christmas events.  He was unable to 

divulge any further details at this stage 

9.5 TF reported that Balerno High School was seeing a spike in Covid-19 cases:  55 S2’s are currently 

self-isolating having tested positive.  There was some discussion on the implications for 

Kirknewton, given BHS’ role as its principle secondary school and Balerno’s geographical 

proximity.  JS suggested that there was a need to monitor the situation closely, identify and be 

aware of anyone self-isolating, and provide support. 

 

10. Treasurer’s Report 

10.1 JT stated that the current balance stands at £5445.  This is mostly in the form of grant funding for 

specific identified use. 

10.2 JS asked if the £750 had been received from the Special Projects fund, for the purchase of 

community equipment for use in the village.  JT confirmed that it had. 

 

11. KCDT Report 

11.1 TF reported on the recent consultation exercise conducted in association with Vikki Hilton.  The 

preliminary short report has now been presented to KCDT.  Given that there was a 35% response 

rate, substantially in excess of expectations, analysis of the results is taking longer than originally 

envisaged.  The salient points noted so far are: 

• For most of the metrics, a positive response outweighs a negative one 

• In many of the positive metrics, the positive response has doubled compared to the previous 

survey 5 years ago. 
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• The “What do you like about Kirknewton” question elicited a wide range of aspects.  

Conversely the responses to the “What could be better” question seem to concentrate on a 

few specific issues. 

• The number of positive and negative comments on transport are pretty much equal, both this 

time round and to 5 years ago 

• The positive and negative comments on transport are similar to those expressed 5 years ago 

• Comments on other aspects are in general positive. 

 

11.2 TF advised that the original concept for a celebration to formally open the Jencks installation had 

moved towards a commissioned musical work and associated presentation, as previously 

intimated.  An application to Creative Scotland to support this revised proposition was in hand. 

11.3 TF also noted other ongoing initiatives, including a festive season children’s trail, Lottery Fund 

work at Kirknewton Primary School, and a proposal to renovate the Waterloo Tower, with support 

from independent private funding. 

11.4 NG asked if the consultation had identified any transport-related issues.  TF responded that the 

analysis was not yet complete, but the impression was that transport links with Balerno were a hot 

topic.  There followed a discussion on cycle routes, including to and from Balerno. 

11.5 VG asked who is now undertaking the community gardening work.  TF advised that it is currently 

still Greig. 

11.6 TF reported on the ongoing discussions with WLC with respect to the pavilion.  This was a re-

iteration of the October report.  Nothing has changed since then.  JS noted that the lack of 

progress was becoming unsatisfactory and undertook to follow up. 

ACTION:  – JS to pursue progress with WLC. 

 

 

12. AOB 

12.1 Cycle Paths: There was substantial discussion on the provision of adequate, safe cycling 

infrastructure.  NG referred to his previous comment (11.4) and to his comments at the previous 

meeting.  He provided a brief review of the situation as it currently stands, which encompasses 

ongoing conversations with various bodies such as SusTrans, Cycling Scotland and local 

authorities. 

12.2 Official Surveys: IM explained that both WLC and the Scottish Government are now 

frequently issuing surveys seeking feedback on a number of aspects relating to devolved local 

government.  There are some procedural problems with these surveys, particularly where a 

consensus response from an organisation such as a Community Council is sought.  However, 

there are ways to work around this ‘Catch-22’ situation, and IM indicates that he is prepared to 

provide a digest of each survey to enable KCC members to feedback their views for consolidation 

into a consensus response.  JS emphasised the importance of providing a response when the 

default is for the survey sponsors to interpret no response as acquiescence to their own policy. 
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12.3 Charge Points: JT drew the meeting’s attention to an article in the WLC West Lothian Bulletin 

advertising the installation of electric vehicle charge-points at various locations in West Lothian.  

He asked if there was any information on the proposed roll-out of charge points which would 

benefit Kirknewton.  TF noted that there was a potential for funding for these through the Town 

Centre Fund (TCF) and Climate Change Fund (CCF).  There was a possibility that the travel hub 

funding could provide the necessary 50% match-funding to attract a CCF contribution. 

12.4 Speed Limits: VG noted that the new 20mph speed limit is in general ignored.  He suggests 

approaching the Police to complain about non-compliance.  NG pointed out that, from a 

professional road-engineering perspective, it is well known that signage is largely ineffectual.  

Signs are essentially a ‘sticking-plaster’ solution to a cultural and behavioural problem. 

12.5 Littering: JS commented that littering is likewise a cultural and behavioural problem, as is all 

too often evident in the state of Kirknewton Park.   

12.6 Other: JS asked if there was any other relevant business.  None was advised. 

 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 8th December 2020 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC  

 

 

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


