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Minutes 8th Sep 2020 
 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), Cllr C. John, Cllr D. King, J. Cunningham, V. Garrad, I. Masterton, 

S. McKenna, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas. 

Apologies: Cllr D. Timson, S. Campbell, S. Markx, K. McKeown, I. Watt, T. Foster (KCDT). 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Webex 

 

2. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

3. Councillors’ Report. 

3.1 CJ expressed his concern at the return of children to school, but commented that the Education 

Committee were in favour. 

3.2 CJ reported that there was uncertainty over the re-opening of community halls etc, with conflicting 

advice emerging from different council departments.  This reflects a fluid situation in the county 

with some identified Covid-19 hotspots emerging. 

3.3 JS queried the current status of the Pavilion.  A response is still awaited from Scott Hughes to 

move forward on KCDT’s wish to work in partnership with WLC to develop the area around the 

Pavilion.  There is also now interest in using the facility as and when it can be made available, and 

there is a need to plan ahead for this.  DK advised that forms have gone out to the various user 

groups asking for dates and times in the month they would intend using the Pavilion.  This 

information will be compiled and used to inform the plan to open up the Pavilion.  JS stressed that 

there was a need to reach agreement with WLC on running the Pavilion and on costs, for the first 

two years in the first instance.  DK agreed to take this up with Scott Hughes. 

 

4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the draft minutes as 

circulated were noted.  SMcK proposed approval.  AP seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

5. Planning. 

5.1 VG reported that no further progress had been made on acquiring planning approval for the 

noticeboard.  This was due to the WLC system for payment being unable to accommodate the 

KCC bank account requirements.  JS advised VG to coordinate with IW to make payment. 

5.2 VG asked if the meeting wished to approach WLC with respect to the application for an extension 

to the recycling operation at Lawheads.  JS commented that there seemed little ground for 

objection.  There was substantial discussion, however, on the scale of the operation, including 

extraction, the state of the site, and the blocking of an established pedestrian access.  SMcK 

advised that mineral extraction required a separate permission, and the suggestion was made that 

WLC be advised of our concerns that the site was being operated in accordance with planning 

conditions 
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5.3 JS advised that the retrospective planning application for the dog training centre is scheduled to be 

discussed by planning on 16th Sep.  He intends to address the meeting to express KCC’s objection 

to the application, although he noted that WLC is currently minded to approve the application.  AP 

noted that a local resident has reported trench work at the site, which is suspected to be a water 

connection.  There was also concern over facilities and waste disposal at what is now a de-facto 

public-access establishment.  The usage issues suggest that more than simple planning 

permission is required.  SMcK strongly objected to ‘development by stealth’ whereby the building 

was constructed, and then retrospective planning permission for agricultural use was granted.  

Subsequently the use was changed to dog training, and now a further retrospective application is 

being sought.  He commented that this way of by-passing the planning process seemed to have 

been the intention all along. 

5.4 A similar disregard for the planning process was noted in the case of the Paddocks at Leyden 

Road.  JS observed that Kirknewton seems to suffer from weak planning oversight and 

enforcement on a regular basis. 

 

6. Update on Covid 

6.1 JS provided an update on the activities under way in response to the Covid-19 outbreak.  He 

outlined changes to the operational hours of the food larder.  Feedback has been very positive, 

and it is probable that the larder will continue to operate into the winter. 

6.2 JS advised that WLC has received £700k from the Scottish Government to erect signs across 

West Lothian displaying advice and reminders on appropriate social distancing.  These should 

appear in Kirknewton imminently.  They are expected to be in place for 18 months 

6.3 JS reported that WLC is establishing wide-ranging 20mph areas across the county.  Kirknewton 

will be included in this exercise.  VG noted approval of the application to the main thoroughfare 

through the village.  It is possible that, if the scheme is successful, KCC will lobby to make it 

permanent after Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.  CJ provided information that the areas included 

were primarily towns and villages, although 40mph zones will be established in some rural settings. 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

7.1 JT stated there was nothing to report, but asked if someone could confirm that the defibrillator 

batteries and pads had been received and fitted.  JS confirmed they had. 
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8. KCDT Report 

8.1 SMcK reported that KCDT now has a firm quotation for the seven houses at Camps Junction.  

However, with a maximum mortgage term of 45 years, the solar photo-voltaic installation has had 

to be removed to meet the available funding.  Since it is an integral part of the project, additional 

other funding is being sought.  It is believed that there is a 90% chance that this will be successful. 

8.2 SMcK stated that KCDT are intending to conduct a skills audit to improve the local Covid-19 

response resilience in areas such as unemployment and debt counselling.  He also suggested that 

providing a hot-desk facility could be of benefit to those who are unable to return to the workplace, 

but find it difficult to work from home.  In this context, SMcK believes that moving the larder from 

the Green Room to the Hall or Pavilion, would both free up the Green Room for hot-desk use, and 

provide a more suitable space for the larder.  He asked our WLC councillors to be aware that the 

Green Room was currently the only facility providing local community support, and was in use to 

the maximum extent possible to maximise the benefit to the community.  He requested that our 

WLC councillors support KCDT by promoting efforts to bring the Hall and Pavilion into use at the 

earliest opportunity. 

8.3 JS stated that internal redecoration, plumbing and testing are due to start next week in the Hall.  

He also noted that the need for the Hall and/or Pavilion to be available is exacerbated by the 

anticipated level of flu vaccinations East Calder Medical Practice anticipate administering this 

autumn.  The Green Room would be inadequate, and proposed restrictions on the number of 

people in the Hall at any one time would render that of little use either.  There is a distinct need to 

resolve this. 

 

9. AOB 

9.1 Macmillan Nurses Sponsorship:  CJ explained that he was proposing to shave his beard for 

sponsorship of Macmillan Nurses.  He is awaiting receipt of sponsorship forms and requested that 

these be made available at the shop.  On IW’s behalf, JS agreed to this request. 

9.2 Retrospective Planning: SMcK reiterated his intense dissatisfaction with ineffectual planning 

oversight, and pointed to a number of occasions down the years where Kirknewton has suffered 

disproportionately.  The dog training centre application is just the latest and WLC should be left in 

no doubt of KCC’s strong objection to it.  JS agreed, and stated that if given the opportunity he 

would make this position crystal clear.  The issue of retrospective planning is a serious one insofar 

as its impact on Kirknewton.  He also noted that WLC Planning Dept. is on record as coming in for 

the greatest level of criticism of all West Lothian Council departments. 

 

10. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 13th October 2020 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC  

 

 

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


