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Minutes 11th Aug 2020 
 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), S. Campbell, J. Cunningham, N. Gwynne, S. Markx, I. Masterton, 

S. McKenna, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas, I. Watt, T. Foster (KCDT). 

Apologies: Cllr C. John, Cllr D. Timson, Cllr D. King, F. Lynch (unable to connect), V. Garrad 

(unable to connect), T. Wood. 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Webex 

 

2. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

3. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes:  No amendments to the draft minutes as 

circulated were noted.  SM proposed approval.  JC seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

4. Planning: Given that VG was unable to access the meeting, no planning update was 

presented.  Other planning issues were raised for discussion under AOB. 

 

5. Update on Covid 

5.1 IW provided an update on the activities under way in response to the Covid-19 outbreak.  He 

outlined changes to the operation of the food larder.  TF noted that this was work in progress, 

responding to the evolving overall Covid-19 situation. 

5.2 SMcK advised that discussions were ongoing regarding the viability and timing of moving meetings 

from the Green Room to the Village Hall.  JS noted that the Village Hall and Pavilion were unlikely 

to reopen until 2021, in line with other WLC buildings.  Maintenance works on the hall could be 

envisaged during this period, and WLC are amenable to looking into this.  Feedback on the 

Pavilion is still awaited:  it was noted that the Pavilion fire alarm had been triggered the previous 

week.  There was some discussion on the effectiveness of the response. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

6.1 JT advised that the defibrillators require new batteries and pads as part of their regular 

maintenance.  TF described the initial arrangement whereby KCC funded the defibrillators from 

grant funding, via KCDT.  The meeting discussed the insurance implications of their use and for 

damage or loss.  The meeting agreed for KCC to meet the cost of just under £100, again via 

KCDT.  There was discussion on the location of the devices, noting that the original concept called 

for one available either side of the level crossing 

ACTION JT/TF:  – To investigate suitable locations 

6.2 The meeting approved £25 in expenses to JS in respect of sundry stationery. 
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7. Transport Funding 

7.1 NG reported that a £30M fund for public/active travel has been established by the Scottish 

Government.  As reported at the previous meeting, WLC will receive £600K.  There was again 

substantial discussion from the floor on a variety of potential improvements.  NG noted that 

Sustrans needs matching funding for any project they undertake.  This might include a segregated 

cycleway to Balerno and East Calder.  AP noted that cycle route 75 to Balerno is largely within 

Edinburgh City.  NG advised that such a project would likely be a joint Sustrans/Edinburgh 

City/West Lothian Council initiative. 

7.2 The introduction of 20mph speed limits would also be looked at again. 

7.3 TF reminded the meeting of previous KCDT reports, including a proposal for £4M worth of 

improvements to the A71 

 

8. KCDT Report 

8.1 SMcK reported on the Jencks project.  Although opening celebrations are on hold due to Covid-19, 

there are ongoing discussions with other communities where there are works by Charles Jencks. 

8.2 SMcK noted disappointment that as yet no final price for the seven houses at Camps Junction has 

been agreed, but thinks this is close to happening. 

8.3 SMcK stated that KCDT are considering conducting a skills audit to improve the local Covid-19 

response resilience.  He suggested that it could be a useful resource in identifying who and what 

can be done.  He also suggested that the Pavilion could be utilised in some way. 

8.4 TF advised that KCDT is experiencing a slow but continuing draw-down of funding. 

 

9. AOB 

9.1 Actions:  IM noted that the actions from the March meeting had not been addressed at the 

subsequent meeting in July.  Since these had all been overtaken by events since March, IM 

suggested that the actions be closed.  AP proposed closure.  JT seconded.  The meeting agreed 

and the actions were closed. 

9.2 Defibrillators:  An additional point was raised that cleaning after use needs to be addressed. 

9.3 Zoom vs Webex: SMcK and others noted that Webex did not seem to be as good a platform as 

Zoom, especially in failing to support video links adequately.  IM reminded the meeting that WLC 

councillors are not allowed to use Zoom on Council devices, hence the reason for the move to 

Webex.  However it was also noted that no WLC councillors were present.  JS agreed to check 

with the councillors with respect to future meetings.  Meanwhile, IM would take additional steps to 

improve our use of Webex. 

ACTION IM/JS:  – To pursue 

  



 
 

Issue:  Approved 

 

9.4 Parking:  SMcK raised the issue of parking on pavements which poses both an obstruction and a 

danger in several places.  JT advised that the regulations banning such parking come into force in 

2021.  JS said he will raise this at the upcoming regular meeting with the Police.  Parking in the 

vicinity of the school is also a concern.  AP reinforced these concerns. 

9.5 Twinning:  NG reported that conversations are ongoing to pick up these activities as and when 

circumstances allow. 

9.6 WLC Health, Wellbeing & Anti-Poverty Survey:  IM advised that he had received a request from 

the WLC Regeneration Team for KCC as an organisation to complete this survey.  IM undertook to 

circulate screenshots of the survey pages with a view to receiving comments and feedback by the 

end of Fri. 21st Aug.  JS stated that he was aware via the Joint Forum that this exercise was in 

progress. 

ACTION IM:  – To circulate screenshots. 

9.7 Planning:  Various concerns were raised from the floor: 

• AP noted that the dog training field is becoming a camp site.  An objection to retrospective 

planning changing the use of the site has been lodged with WLC and awaiting a decision. 

• It was brought to the attention of KCC that there are several issues with The Paddocks, 

including building without planning permission, light pollution and its use a travellers’ site.  JS 

advised that the matter should be passed to VG for pursuit.  SM indicated that she would be 

interested in developments 

• TF forwarded a complaint received by KCDT regarding a shed in Kaimes Road, the run-off 

from which is causing flooding issues.  NG advised that planning permission was not required 

for sheds below a certain size.  JS re-iterated that complaints on issues where planning was 

not required should be raised with WLC direct. 

 

10. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 8th September 2020 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC  

 

 

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


