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Minutes 14th July 2020 
 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), S. Campbell, J. Cunningham, V. Garrad, S. Markx, I. Masterton, 

A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas, I. Watt, V. Hilton (KCDT/Hilton  Associates) 

Apologies: Cllr C. John, Cllr D. Timson, Cllr D King,  N. Gwynne, S. McKenna, T. Foster (KCDT). 

This meeting was held online as a ‘virtual’ meeting in line with WLC guidelines, using Zoom 

 

2. Community Participation Exercise 

JS introduced Vikki Hilton and invited her to present an outline of the forthcoming community 

participation exercise and new Kirknewton Development Plan.  Vikki described the approach to be 

adopted, noting that ‘open’ questions to residents, such as ‘What is good about Kirknewton?’, 

‘What should be improved?’ tend to provide more useful feedback than simple ‘yes/no’ questions.  

She also explained how online survey tools would be employed and that the engagement would be 

sensitive to ensuring representation across age, gender, disability and other potentially 

marginalised groups. 

Points raised from the floor included noting that relying on social media technology might 

compromise the effectiveness of the coverage, especially amongst a generation less comfortable 

with such technology.  VH acknowledged that the exercise needed to be inclusive and that face-to-

face remained a key element, and was conscious of the geographical spread of the rural KCC 

area.   

JS thanked VH for her presentation 

 

3. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes:  No amendments to the draft minutes as 

circulated were noted.  AP proposed approval.  JT seconded.  The Minutes were approved. 

 

5. Update on Covid and Town Centre Fund 

5.1 IW provided an update on the activities under way in response to the Covid-19 outbreak.  The food 

larder is seeing increased use – 30 people today (Tue. 14th) alone.  There is no evidence that the 

facility is being abused in any way, and its increased use reflects an increasing need.  The 

Cyrenians are providing produce, and there is sufficient resource to support it until Christmas if 

necessary.  Maria continues to contact senior citizens who might otherwise become isolated, 

regularly by phone.  The number of senior citizens within this contact network continues to grow. 
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5.2 IW noted that with regard to the Town Centre Fund, people are now more engaged with outside 

amenity areas, and there is an increase in those wishing to walk, run, etc.  The intention is to 

develop the Pavilion as a hub to support these activities, with benches and planting as outlined in 

March.  The notice board has now been purchased.  E-bikes are proving very popular. 

5.3 IW advised that the notice board has now been purchased, in line with the allocated funding 

5.4 IW commented that the E-bikes for hire are proving very popular. A third bike is being acquired.  

Increased use is, however, resulting in increased maintenance 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report and Acceptance of Accounts 

6.1 JT tabled the accounts for 2019/2020, and reported on these.  He confirmed that the accounts had 

been independently inspected by two people unconnected to KCC, in line with WLC requirements.  

Given social distancing requirements, in lieu of a physical signature, he has obtained email 

confirmation from them that the accounts are correct. 

JT stated that a small (c. £30) balance of cash-in-hand has been carried forward untouched for 

several years.  Some of the bank notes are now withdrawn from circulation, and JT made the 

suggestion that the cash-in-hand be passed on to a suitable charity 

6.2 The meeting accepted the accounts as presented, with a view to recommending formal approval 

as and when an AGM can be held.  VG proposed acceptance.  AP seconded 

 

7. Continuation of Office Bearers 

7.1 In light of the current Covid-19 restrictions, it was proposed that existing office bearers, if willing, 

should remain in post until an AGM and corresponding election can be held.  All existing office 

bearers indicated their willingness to continue pro-tem.  These being: 

• J. Sives (Chair) 

• A. Pinkerton (Vice Chair) 

• I. Masterton (Secretary) 

• J. Thomas (Treasurer) 

• V. Garrad (Planning Secretary) 

• N. Gwynne (Transport Secretary)  Intimated to the Chair prior to the meeting. 

 

8. Transport Funding 

8.1 JS reported that WLC is receiving £600K funding from the Scottish Government for transport-

related investment.  Suggestions are being sought on how best to use this funding to improve local 

transport amenity.  There was substantial discussion from the floor suggesting a variety of potential 

improvements, including: 

• Improvements to National Cycle Route 75 

• Speed limits and management in the village 

• Improved signage to direct traffic more effectively 

• Measures to reduce roadside littering. 
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9. Community Council Scheme 

9.1 JS noted that the Community Council Scheme has been published, but consultation is on-hold due 

to the Covid-19 restrictions.  Anyone wishing to make comments should contact Lorraine McGrorty 

at WLC. 

9.2 JS advised that there is a desire to make Community Councils more representative, effective and 

fit-for-purpose.  One impact on KCC would be to reduce its membership from 18 to 12. 

 

10. KCDT report 

10.1 No-one from KCDT was present, so no KCDT Report was presented. 

 

12. AOB 

12.1 Litter:  There was substantial discussion on the growing problem of litter.  AP noted the difference 

in attitude to the Lang Whang Wombles between Edinburgh City, which is supportive, and WLC, 

which is unsupportive.  JS stated that WLC will support litter cleaning activities if asked, including 

lending out litter-picking equipment and collecting the filled bags.  SC commented that the signs 

warning that littering will be penalised are few and far between, and mostly obscured.  JS 

acknowledged that there is work to do to address this issue.  JT asked if SC could request 

information on whether anyone had, in fact, ever been penalised for littering by WLC. 

12.2 Joint Forum:  JS is now the acting chair of the Joint Forum 

12.3 Planning:   

• A letter has been sent supporting the wedding venue and hospitality venture established by 

the Hamiltons. 

• A strong objection to the Humbie dog training centre retrospective application has been 

lodged. 

• A letter has been sent supporting Mr. Miller’s application to redevelop the ruined cottage on 

Station Road. 

12.4 Network Rail:  JT advised that Network Rail had responded negatively to requests to address the 

lack of a pedestrian footbridge at Kirknewton Station.   

12.5 Future Online Meetings:  IM noted that future online meetings will probably use Webex, as 

WLC’s preferred platform, rather than Zoom. 

 

13. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 11th August 2020 at 18.45.  Format & location TBC  

 

 

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


