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Minutes 14th January 2020 
 

1. Attendees: A Pinkerton, T Foster (KCDT), J. Thomas, Cllr C John, S. McKenna, 

J Cunningham, I Masterton, F. Lynch, S. Campbell, R. Graham (Visitor). 

Apologies: Cllr D King,  N Gwynne,  K McKeown,  S Markx,  A. Lynch,  J Sives,  I Watt 

 

2. Declaration of interest: None 

 

3. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: 

JC requested an amendment to item 7.2 (Councillors’ Report > Transport).  As a result, the motion 

to approve the previous minutes was inadvertently omitted. 

 

4. Actions from previous meeting: 

Ongoing actions are as recorded elsewhere in these minutes.  Otherwise closed 

 

5. Councillors’ report: 

5.1 CJ advised that, with WLC being effectively closed down over the festive period, there was nothing 

of significance to report. 

5.2 A discussion ensued on the imminent withdrawal of the First Bus 23 service. See item 9 below. 

 

6. Planning Update 

6.1 VG was not present, hence no planning update was presented 

6.2 The meeting considered the planning application for erection of a house at Camps Junction 

(1245/FUL/19).  Notes from JS on the application were presented by AP, who expressed the 

opinion that KCC should contact WLC with a “holding” letter to advise that they will be making 

representation as and when KCC has had the opportunity to properly discuss the issue.  SMcK 

noted that planning permission had previously been refused for a house at that site. 

ACTION:  – IM to contact JS and pursue. 

6.3 There was substantial discussion on the “dog shed” at Humbie Holdings.  Comments from previous 

meetings on the conditions of approval for agricultural use and water supply were restated by AP, 

RG & SMcK. It was noted that a water supply had apparently been installed but it was unclear 

where the water was sourced from.   RG requested further investigation. 

6.4 SMcK also raised concerns over the dog day-care centre on Long Dalmahoy Road.  He noted that 

WLC and SEPA had taken an interest.. 
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7. Treasurer’s Report 

7.1 JT stated there was nothing to report. 

 

8. KCDT report 

8.1 TF presented a report confirming the status of various ongoing items: 

• Ongoing communication with Lily Jencks to commemorate her father, Charles. 

• KCDT has now employed a part-time member of staff via the Nationwide Building Society 

funding 

• A senior citizens Burns Night event is being planned 

• Plans are progressing to landscape the area opposite Meadowbank Road adjacent to the 

garages. 

• It was noted that it is now 65 years since Kirknewton became part of West Lothian. 

• The Nationwide Building Society funding will allow an assistant’s post to be established with 

respect to the Kirknewton History project. 

8.2 SMcK noted ongoing communication with Lily Jencks to commemorate her father, Charles. 

8.3 TF has had a meeting with WLC with respect to the pavilion.  The intention is to help WLC develop 

a framework for operating the pavilion, similar to that for the village hall.  The “Paths for All” 

scheme may be able to provide some additional funding to that available via the Town Centre fund.  

This may facilitate part-time staff.  TF is in contact with Becky Plunket who has responsibility for 

green space development. 

 

9. Bus Service 

9.1 Withdrawal of First Bus Service 23 

The impending withdrawal of the First Bus service 23 was discussed in some depth.  TF raised the 

concept of a shuttle bus loop to East Calder, noting that the planning permission for the Stirling 

development anticipated such a service. SMcK queried if a subsidy might be provided to maintain 

the service.  CJ stated that there is no subsidy for the Kirknewton route.  TF noted that Lothian 

Country do not offer the same multi-journey discount that First Bus do, and that in some cases 

travel costs would increase by between £600 and £1000 pa.  SMcK stated that this would clearly 

work contrary to the desire to increase public transport usage.  TF wondered if an approach could 

be made to Dalmahoy with a view to extending their own shuttle bus service. 

9.2 Hail and Ride 

JS was not present to update. There is no further information at this time 

ACTION c/fwd:  – JS to pursue clarification with Bus Users’ Group. 

 

10. Town Centre Fund Project 

10.1 Covered by TF in his KCDT report (See item 8 above). 
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11. AOB 

11.1 Resignation - Angel Lynch 

AL informed the meeting that she was no longer able to attend Tuesday meetings, and wished to 

resign from KCC with immediate effect.  The meeting recorded KCC’s thanks to Angel for her 

contribution during her time on KCC.  IM said he was not sure, but thought there might have been 

some uncertainty over the process at the time of his own co-option, and that we should ensure the 

correct procedure is followed.  IM undertook to check with JS.  JT undertook to circulate the 

published guidelines 

ACTION:  – IM to raise with JS. 

ACTION:  – JT to circulate guidelines 

11.2 Storm Damage to Pavilion 

JC stated that he had reported storm damage to the pavilion roof to WLC. 

11.3 Twinning 

NG was not present, so no update on twinning was presented.  CJ noted that he had not yet 

received details from NG, hence this action remained ongoing.  IM stated that he had circulated 

information on EU funding, but given the imminent Brexit deadline and the lack of progress in the 

preceding month, it seemed unlikely we would be able to pursue this any further.  

ACTION c/fwd:  – NG to provide details to CJ 

 

 

 

12. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 11th February 2020 at 18.45 

 

 

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 


