
 

 

 
 
Minutes of Kirknewton Community Council   
The Green Room   
on January 9th 2018 at 18.45.  

 
Present: in the chair:- Hugh Hunter Gordon  

Stewart Mckenna(SM), Anne Pinkerton(AP), Frank Lynch(FL), Martin 
Blainey,  Neil Gwynne, Vic Garrad(VG), Susan Campbell, John Sives, Ian Watt, John 
Thomas, Fiona Halliday, John Cunningham  

 

In attendance: - Councillors Carl John (CJ) and Damian Timson(DT), P C 
Alan Murray, Tony Foster(TF),  

 

Apologies: -Angel Lynch, Pat Hastings, Joan McKenzie Cllr Dave King.  

 

HHG opened the meeting and asked for any declarations of interest. There were 
none.  

 

1) The adoption of the minutes of the December Community Council meeting were 
proposed by John Sives and the motion was seconded by Martin Blainey.  

 

2) Police Report PC Alan Murray said that between Dec, 11t2017 and Jan 6th, 2018 
there were 20 calls from Kirknewton. 4 were road traffic incidents, 4 anti-social 
behaviour 2 of which involved fighting in the street by The Kirknewton Inn. These 
were on the 24th December and on New Year’s Evening there were 4 crimes 
including a couple of break-ins, one at the storage containers associated with the 
Wind Turbine at Leyton Road. There  was no increase in crime in comparison with 
the same time last year.  

In answer to enquiries about sex offenders and their management PC Murray 
handed in a statement from the Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements 
(MAPPA) in the hope it would reassure people.  

“MAPPA are in place to ensure that registered sex offenders are effectively 
managed. The management of sex offenders is treated with the highest priority and 
all the relevant partner agencies continue to take robust steps to protect the public”  

More can be found from the link: -  



http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Justice/police/reducing-reoffending/sex-offender-
management/protection.  

  

The perceived problem of more speeding traffic and less courteous driving through 
the village was raised and the traffic calming measures seen in Stirlingshire by TF 
were reported. PC Murray suggested this has to be taken up with WLC Highways 
Department. Cllr Timson and NG will pursue the topic.  

It was reported that more needles were found near the Hunting Tower and given in 
to the Pharmacy. PC Murray suggested that one should Phone 101 and report such 
finds to the police who have safe boxes in their vehicles.  

  

3) Councillors Reports: -  

 

Cllr. DT  

1) An enforcement letter will be sent to Marmaris Inn stating the Council will, after the 
last day of January, make an application for enforcement of the planning rules about 
the sign.  
 

2) The glass recycling bins are a problem for the inhabitants of The Hunting Tower. 
The council would like the community to see if it can identify another site. The 
problem is that it has to be within the village and also suitable for the pick-up vehicle 
to manoeuvre. It was felt that extensive consideration has already been given to the 
problem and the current site is the best for the bulk of villagers. Other sites will 
involve long walks or more car trips.   

HHG asked for any recommendations be sent to him via email.  

 

3) Ormiston Wind Turbine, council officers have visited again but it is difficult for 
them to do anything in the light of 2 Planning Reporters findings in favour of the 
erection of the turbine on the site.  

 

4) Matters Arising from December Community Council: -  

 

b) and c) Conservation area and the Village Improvement Fund.  

VG read a letter from Planning which noted that there was £23,00.00 in Kirknewton’s 
account for village improvements. It was suggested that this had to be allocated by 
the end of the 2017/18 financial year and spent by the end of March 2019. Proposals 
have to be posed at the LAC meeting on 22nd February. Cllr CJ will attend the 
meeting  

Planning has suggested 3 projects all to do with the proposed Conservation Area 
plan’s advancement. However, the meeting said that the Village has ideas as to how 
it wants to spend the improvement fund and they come from the KCDT 
survey.  These include, Christmas lights, car parking spaces at the foot of Smithy 
Brae, paths to the junction of the B7130 and the Haggs Rd, past the Jenks 
installation and improvements to the land in front of the garages at the east end of 
the Main Street.  

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Justice/police/reducing-reoffending/sex-offender-management/protection
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Justice/police/reducing-reoffending/sex-offender-management/protection
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Justice/police/reducing-reoffending/sex-offender-management/protection


It was conceded that tiding up the Cullen Memorial could be a benefit to the village. 
AP will ask Royal College of Physicians if they might consider supporting this.  

Cllr CJ to find out if funds can be carried forward. TF to talk to Chris Alcom and 
report to Subcommittee VG, JS and SM to work on this before Feb LAC meeting.  

d) Village bus there is to be a national meeting about community buses in March/ 
April Cllr CJ to find out when.  

 

e) Village Improvement Fund. Some confusion as to what these funds may be 
spent on. Are they only for administration?? JT to find out.  

 

f) CCTV Special Traffic Safety Signs carried forward to February, where the 
agenda item is to be renamed Speed Abatement/Traffic Calming  

 

g) VG to attend meeting Jan 10 on noise affected area survey. JT to attend 
meetings with more chance of listening to wider concerns over airport plans.  

  

h) It was reported that the planning application for a wind farm at Fauch Hill was 
not granted. The decision was unanimous with little discussion and no questions 
asked of the parties who made representations to the Committee.  

 

i) Cllr CJ reported the Network Rail contact he had had in Derby, and who might 
have helped with the pedestrian crossing at Kirknewton station, had retired. The 
plans for Mid Calder station were out but have not been seen by KCC. Cllr CJ to ask 
for sight of the plans and will hand them on to KCC The Road Rail partnership liaison 
is still Jim Stewart. Cllr CJ will contact him.  

 
 

 A71/ B7031 resurfacing and the necessary diversions will start this month. JT 
had asked about signs to slow traffic on B7031 but no progress to be reported on 
this.  

k) Bottle bank. The recycling bins have not been emptied since before Christmas 
and the site is an unsightly mess and hazard to children and animals.  

After extensive discussion it was decided that the bins were probably in their best 
place for the greatest access by both villagers and the collection vehicle. However, 
HHG asked that all think the matter over and give him any ideas, by email, for other 
sites.  

 

l) Future topics for the Community Council: -  

Communication with the wider village population of the Community Council’s work 
and interests. Many DO NOT use Facebook so other methods of informing people is 
needed. HHG asked all to email him with ideas. Topic to be given more 
consideration next month.  

 



7) Treasurer to establish legal position on the distribution of KCC funds to other 
groups in the village.  

 

8) Planning.  

The changing room will be decided upon this month by West Lothian Council. No 
plans have been received by the KCC.  

West Lothian Development Plan is published and has been adopted. There is no 
appeal against it. It was noted that the site owned by Drummonds south of the 
railway line but rendered undevelopable by the power line and its pylons remains 
zoned for housing development.  

A letter from Brian Harding was read out describing the dereliction of an abandoned 
house in Roosevelt. An eye will be kept on the matter.  

 

5. Reports from Groups  

 

1) Allotments: - The AGM will be held in The Green Room on February 7th at 8pm. 
All welcome.  

 

2) Kirknewton Development Trust: -The Trust will have no funding after 
July2018.The hoped-for revenue from the part ownership of a turbine in the Fauch 
Hill wind Farm has been lost with the turning down of the planning application by 
West Lothian Council. It would have given the village £80,000 pa for 25 years. This 
means that there will be no money for running the Green Room or the KCDT staff 
after July.  

Funding for the houses at camps Junction is progressing with talks with Scottish 
Government. The Lottery fund might be a source of money for other groups in the 
village which till now have been supported by KCDT.  

 

6.  Correspondence  

  

Letter from NHS Lothian who is responsible for developing and supporting the Joint 
Health Protection Plan for Edinburgh, Midlothian, East Lothian and West Lothian. 
They are hosting an event to discuss the Plan for 2018 - 2020 on Wednesday 17th 
January, where community council voices could influence thinking and prioritisation.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

7. AOB: -   

1)The availability of KCC minutes was discussed. This topic will be highlighted by 
KCC in its ideas for informing people about its work. The Minutes are available after 



they have been adopted, on the West Lothian and village websites. As discussed 
there is a news story directing people to Community Council minutes, available 
online.  

https://kirknewton.info/2018/01/10/kirknewton-community-council-minutes-dec-2017/  

  

2). The possibility of a more adaptable timetable for the Community Council 
was raised.  

TF will organize a Doodle Poll  

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.41. All were thanked for their attendance and reminded to 
email HHG with ideas.  

  

The next meeting will be February 13 at 6.45pm in The Green Room  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A meeting of Kirknewton Community Council will be held on: 
Tuesday 13th February 2018 at 6.45 in the Green Room 

  
AGENDA 

  

https://kirknewton.info/2018/01/10/kirknewton-community-council-minutes-dec-2017/


1. Apologies 
2. Declarations of Interest 
3. Approval of Minutes of Meeting of the Community Council held on 

Tuesday 9th January 2018 
4. Police Report 
 
PH – Sub Committees 
 
5. Matters arising from previous Minutes 

a. Camps Junction Project 
b. Conservation Area 
c. Village Improvement Fund including poll and findings 
d. Village Bus Service 
e. KCC Funds 
f. Speed Abatement/Traffic Calming 
g. Airport 
h. Fauch Hill Survey 
i. Level Crossing 
j. A71 and B7031  
k. Bottle Bank 
l. Topics for discussion  
m. Meeting Dates including poll 
n. Police Plan 2018 ( Please read doc) 

6.   Report by Local Councillors 
7.   Report by Treasurer 
8.    Report by Planning Team 

a. Park Changing Pavilion 
b. Ormiston Turbine 

9.    Reports, if any relevant, by other Community Council officers & groups 
a. Allotments 
b. Association 

       c.  Development Trust  
       d. Gala  
10.    Correspondence  
11.   Any other business 
12.    Date and time of next meeting Tuesday 13th March 2018 - 6.45pm 
Green Room 
  
 


