
Kirknewton Level Crossing EH27 8DE 

Meeting between British Transport Police and Kirknewton Residents 3rd January  

7th February2017 

1. Objective-   To address concerns at the repeated obstruction of the station 
entrance road, and footways, by BTP vehicles and equipment. 

2. Present— 

Ryan Tierney T/Sergeant, Response Team 1  British Transport Police, Edinburgh 
Waverley Railway Station, Edinburgh, EH1 1BB Office 0131 456 1004    Email 
ryan.tierney@btp.pnn.police.uk     www.btp.police.uk               

 Kenny Birch-- Kirknewton resident, Director, Kirknewton Community Development 
Trust 

3. History—the crossing has been the scene of many injuries and a death over the 
time since the gated crossing and the footbridge were removed. The station 
entrance road is shared by 2 lanes of vehicular traffic and also by pedestrians, as 
there is no separate footpath. There is also a Heavy Good Vehicle operations 
yard at the rear of the station, which has a legal entitlement to use the road for 
access to the premises.  The crossing was altered from gates to single barriers, 
and the footbridge removed in the past. In 2013, following many incidents, a 
new type of double barrier crossing was installed. This has led to long closures, 
and delays, and problems with people and vehicles travelling to and from the 
station platforms and car park, as well as along the B7031. These long closures 
lead to extended traffic queues –frequently past the local school, and past the 
next road junction to the North. On a recent occasion, the queued traffic 
extended across the A71 into East Calder on the North, and past Kirknewton 
Village on the South, causing severe disruption and hazards to normal traffic. 

4. Entrance road—this is immediately adjacent to the crossing itself, and is 
facilitated by a ‘’Keep Clear’’ road marking, to minimise obstruction. There are 
double yellow lines on the North side, as far as the maintenance depot gates and 
first car parking space, which had become significantly faded and worn, and 
which were renewed last year, ---but not entirely along the previous length. 
There are NO Parking signs on the railings on the South side, stretching from the 
crossing to the first marked parking space. There is a broken white line marking 
the ‘’edge’’ of the B7013 at the station road junction 

5. Crossing--The footpath is marked by a tactile paving strip on both sides of the 
crossing. The roadway is marked with solid white lines on the entrance lanes 
only, (intended to define the ‘area’ of the crossing?) These are angled and do not 
comply with the 2013 Crossing Order, or the general descriptions in the Highway 
Code for crossing marking. The exit lanes are not marked at all. The inside of the 
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crossing is marked with a yellow hatched box, as set out in the 2013 Order, and 
Highway Code, but this is frequently worn off or badly faded, and can be invisible 
at night and in wet conditions, when in that state. The edges of the road are 
marked by reflective markers, of which some are often missing. There is no 
barrier or kerb to prevent vehicles driving of skidding onto the footpath. The 
angled entrances to the crossing require vehicles to turn while entering the 
crossing, exacerbating the risks of skidding into the footpath. 

6. Queries and Points for Discussion— 

  What exactly is the area for which BTP have responsibility—distance 
from crossing (barriers), --on footpath,-- and adjacent to B7031. 

 Where is the edge of the public road and footpath (B7031) 

 Who enforces RTA’s, parking on yellow lines etc in Net Rail areas 

 Why are BTP vehicles parked in the areas which are identified in the Road 
traffic acts and Highway code as areas not to be obstructed (In and Out 
lanes) eg-car reg no LV63NHD, YR13YGM, LV63NGN, YR13YGM, 

DA05ASL, etc 
 Why do BTP vehicles park beside No Parking signs, and on double yellow 

lines eg-car reg no LV63NHD etc 

 Why is BTP equipment being placed on the footpath, obstructing this and 
forcing pedestrians onto the B7031roadway. Eg YR13YGM, DA05AZL etc 

 Why are BTP parking in locations which force pedestrians into the path of 
vehicles on the entrance road eg-car reg no LV63NHD etc 

 Why are BTP vehicles parked facing oncoming traffic into the station 
(‘’wrong side of road’’) eg-car reg no LV63NHD etc 

 Why are BTP vehicle being parked with engines running for periods of 5 
minutes to several hours eg-car reg no LV63NHD etc 

 Why has nothing been done by BTP about this --over a period in excess of 
2 years 

 Officer 7170 (and others previously) attitude to being advised of :-
obstruction of road and obvious dangers to pedestrians, vehicles, and 
potential blockage of crossing, due to vehicles entering car park from the 
South, being unable to see the obstruction prior to entering the yellow 
box, and being unable to fully enter the station due to the obstructing 
vehicles, and any coming out of the station. Exacerbated by the 
sometimes barely visible yellow box. 



  
7. Road Traffic Act and Highway Code extracts-- 

DO NOT stop or park: 

 on the approach to a level crossing/tramway crossing 

  

 opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except in an 
authorised parking space 

-If you have to stop on the roadside: 

 

  do not park facing against the traffic flow 

 

 stop as close as you can to the side 

 

 you MUST switch off the engine, headlights and fog lights 

 

 You MUST NOT leave your vehicle or trailer in a dangerous position 

or where it causes any unnecessary obstruction of the road. 

 

Other points in regard to the crossing and ongoing problems 
 

Missing safety barriers at control equipment 

Vehicle damage by station sign 

Pedestrian injuries 

Blocked drains below crossing causing flooding—and icy puddles 

Blocked drains below crossing causing kerbs to be dislodged 

Footpath not as wide as 2013 Order requires 

No give way signs on station entrance road 

Yellow box lines peeling off---skid hazard and waste debris spread around 

Metal spikes left lying in grass near crossing 



Non compliances with the 2013 Crossing Order (Statutory)—the following were 
identified in 2015 and as yet not fully explained or addressed by ORR 

Clauses 16, 17, 24, 29d, 30 ,17/30, 28 

Removal of the footbridge prior to public consultations 

Reliability of the Crossing equipment  

Erroneous and contradictory information supplied by BTP and ORR during 
investigations into injury incident caused by barrier descending onto pedestrian 

Completion of demonstration testing promised by NR—(only a single aspect was 
tested—and the crossing did not work as expected) 

  

 



parked at exit  

both sides 



 

Police and Nr –parked both sides on yellow lines-- see lane blocked on way in to 
station 



  



 


